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'  uppity 
women' 


Saturday  night  is  'amateur  nite' 
at  the  Brunswick  House  —  a  pub  lo- 
cated at  Brunswick  and  Bloor  in  Tor- 
onto --  a  night  when  anything  goes. 
But  on  Saturday,  January  5th,  four 
gay  women  were  insulted,  arrested 
and  roughed  up. 

The  whole  ordeal  began  typically 
enough  for  Heather  (Beyer)  Elizabeth, 
Adrienne  Potts,  Sue  Wells  and  Pat 
Murphy.  An  uninvited  man  joined 
them  at  their  table,  and  after  an 
initial  period  of  friendliness  and 
laughter  his  behaviour  changed.  He 
became  aggressive  and  insulting. 
When  his  sexual  overtures  were  firm- 
ly rebuffed,  he  poured  beer  over 
Adrienne's  head  and  left  the  table. 
The  women  protested  and  the  Bruns- 
wick manager  promised  that  the  man 
Mould  b<  cold  to  leave. 

A  little  later,  Adrienne  and  Pat 
contributed  to  the  spontaneity  of  the 
evening  by  singing  "I  enjoy  being  a 

in  updated  version  of  the 
South  Pacific  tune  "I  enjoy  being  a 
girl".  The  manager,  ignoring  the 
generally  enthusiastic  response  of 
the  audience,  disconnected  the  mic- 
rophone while  they  were  still  sing- 
ing and  ordered  all  four  of  the  wo- 
men out. 

They  stayed.   Supported  by  other 
tavern  patrons  at  adjoining  tables, 
the  women  demanded  an  explanation 
from  the  manager,  especially  since 
the  man  he  had  promised  to  remove 
was  still  there.  No  explanation  was 
given. 

Unbeknownst  to  the  women,  the 
police  had  been  called.  Suddenly, 
eight  uniformed  policemen  entered 
and  dragged  the  women  from  the  bar 
and  threw  them  into  a  paddy  wagon. 
In  the  process  both  Heather  and  Pat 
sustained  injuries  --  Heather  to  her 
left  leg  and  ankle  and  Pat  to  her 
right  arm. 

At  police  division  no.  14,  the 
women  were  harassed  but  not  charged. 
Denied  the  right  to  phone  a  lawyer, 
they  refused  to  leave  when  finally 
ordered  to  go.  Again  they  were  for- 
cibly evicted  and  in  the  process, 
Adrienne  was  punched  in  the  back  of 
the  head  and  thrown  to  the  ground. 

Hoping  to  find  witnesses  and 
still  seeking  an  explanation  from 
the  manager  the  women  returned  to 
the  t.ivern.  There  they  were  met  by 
two  uniformed  policemen,  the  mana- 
ger, two  bouncers  and  two  plain- 
clothes detectives.  This  time  they 
were  thrown  into  an  unmarked  car  and 
taken  back  to  the  station.   Despite 
her  demands  to  be  included.  Sue  was 
not  arrested  because  there  was  not 
enough  space  in  the  vehicle. 


"When  t  see  a  man  who's  sexist 
And  who  does  something  I  don't  like 
I  just  tell  him  that  he  can  fuck  off 
I  enjoy  being  a  Dyke 
I've  always  been  an  uppity  woman 
I  refuse  to  run  -  I  stand  and  strike 
Cuz  I'm  gay  and  I'm  proud  and  I'm  angry 
And  I  enjoy  being  a  Dyke" 

(to  the  tune  of  "I  enjoy  being  a  girl") 


The  Brunsuiok  Four   (I.    to   r-.J:  Adrienne  Potts,    Pat  !4urphy3   Sue  Welle, 
and  Heather   (Beyer)   Elizabeth. 


At  the  station  the  women  were 
once  more  subjected  to  verbal  and 
physical  abuse.  During  the  five 
hours  it  took  to  complete  the  paper- 
work, the  law  officers  amused  them- 
selves with  remarks  and  questions 
such  as,  "I  bet  you  drive  a  tug  boat' 
and  to  one  another:   "Did  you  ever 
put  your  finger  in  a  Dyke?"  One 
policeman  threw  a  plastic  bag  con- 
taining white  powder  on  Pat's  lap, 
taunting:  "Look  at  what  I  found 
under  your  chair,  girl  I",  removing 
it  amid  the  laughter  of  the  other 
cops. 

Finally,  the  three  women  were 
charged  with  creating  a  disturbance 
and  Heather  with  the  additional 
charge  of  obstructing  the  police. 


The  Brunswick's  treatment  of  the 
women  and  their  arrests  and  harass- 
ment by  the  police  have  generated 
anger  and  concern  throughout  the 
gay  community.  On  Thursday  January 
10th  a  well  attended  meeting  at  Holy 
Trinity  Church  resulted  in  the  form- 


ation of  a  legal  defence  committee 
called  H.A.S.P.  The  committee  has 
set  up  a  defence  fund  and  has  al- 
ready held  a  fund-raising  dance  at 
the  CHAT  Centre  on  February  28th. 
Contributions  to  the  fund  should  be 
sent  to  H.A.S.P.,  P.O.  Box  6248, 
Station  *A',  Toronto.   Interested 
groups  or  individuals  are  asked  to 
phone  667-3509  (10  AM  to  6  PM)  for 
further  information. 

Judy  La  Harsh,  women's  advocate 
and  former  cabinet  minister  in  the 
Pearson  government,  will  be  defend- 
ing the  women  at  their  trial  sched- 
uled for  10  AM  Monday,  March  4th  in 
Courtroom  33  at  the  Old  City  Hall. 

Although  they  view  their  case 
as  primarily  a  women's  issue,  the 
Brunswick  four  have  stated  why  this 
should  be  of  wide  concern  to  the  gay 
community:   "Women  or  men  who  step 
out  of  traditionally  accepted  roles 
and  try  to  choose  their  own,  not 
only  meet  with  physical  and  verbal 
abuse,  but  are  also  denied  the  rights 
enjoyed  by  people  whu  bchavi-  i 
traditional  ways."  ■ 


M 


opinion 


our  task 

On  *«bruary  ISth  the  Gay  AllHn«  Toward  Equality 
ntario  laaman  Rights  C<jmmission  to  protest 
against  the  Commission's  failure  to  respond  to  »  ' 
lubmitted  last  August  which  called  for  the  inclusion  of 
•lexual  orientation'  in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 
Throughout  Canada  the  submission  of  hrief*  to  re- 
,cv4ri[  heen  a  coaiaon  tactic  of  the  ray 

■oveaent.     Such   submission*  have  heen  made   in  British 
Columbia,  Alberta,   Saskatchewan,  Manitoba,  Ontario  and 
Nova  Scotia;    in  Quebec  siatlar  representations  arc   in 
preparation.   Only   In  Saskatchewan  has  this  effort 
yielded  some  success:    the  Human  Rights  Commission  there 
has   recommended  appropriate   legislative  changes  to  the 
government.    In  BC  and  Alberta  gays  have  been  handed 
empty  assurances  thot    they   are   already  protected  by  ex- 
isting  legislation  under  the  category  of   'sex'.   We  call 
these  assurances  empty  because   it   is   in  the  courts,   not 
in   thr    legislatures,    that   the  meaning  of  legislation   is 

JrieramcJ.    In  other  parts  of  the  country,   the 
presentation  of  reasoned  arguments  to  our  rulers  has 
hod  no  effect   at  oil. 

Such  a  dismal   record  could  be  used,   of  COW 
cast   doubt  upon  the  wisdom  of  a  strategy  for  thr   liber- 
ation of  homosexuals  which    includes  a  struggle  for  ci- 
vil  and  human  rights.   Then-   in       Ll     f«t,    varying  opin- 
ions on  this  matt,  i  . 

.e,   among  whom 
number  both  organised  goys  and  many  others  not    involved 

movement   at   all.   These  people  are  sincerely  un- 
aware  that    the)  licve 
that   they  don't   deserve  any. 

thorn- 
ton  or 
rgon  who  dis- 
II   struggles  within  the   fran  -sent 

capitalist   system  as  "reformist";   despite  plain  histor- 
to  the  contrary,    they  helieve  that   the 

Lberata 

r  drop  out  of  the  struggle  or  be- 
come M 

Person ..  indivi- 

duals, offer  no  solution  to  the  masses  of  gays;  gay 
commuii.  muy  separatism,  alternative  life- 

styles--thes.  i  remove  oppression.  An  im- 

mediate aim  of  the  gq  -truggle  must  be  to 

obtain  full  civil  and  human  rights  for  gays.  An  end  to 
discrimination  in  In-using  and  employment  would  mean 
greater  security  for  ■  lubsl  of  R*vs  *nd 

would  make  thee  p  *«ething  can  he  done, 

here  and  now.  to  fight  against  their  oppression.  Me  can 
and  must  up*.  straight  or 

gay,  to  support  the  cause  of  civil  rights,  if  ll 
forward  puMlcly.  He  gain  nothing  hy  making  backroom 
deals  nor  by  trying  not  to  rock  the  boat.  If  our  ap- 
proach is  honest,  understandable  and  public,  we  will 
■in  support.  That  is  our  task. 

Don  Brant 


no  justification 


Dear  Body  Poll 
The     appearance 


of  the 


Fnedcnberg's  views'  ■>  re- 
alise, of  course,  that  pub- 
lication is  not  endorsement. 
Nevertheless.  that  these 
Ideas  found   a  forum   in  The 


Friedenberg  interview  in  the  Body  Politic   suggest*  that, 

last  issue  of  The  Body  Poli-  even  if  you  do  not  endorse 

tic  creates  serious  doubts  them,   you  at  least   consid- 

about   the  politics  of  the  ered  them  worthy  of  public*- 

paper.  tion. 

In  this  interview.  Fried-     l>id  you  publish  this  in- 

enberg  expresses  the  follow-  terview   because  friedenberg 

ing  opinions:  '*  a  «H   known  academic? 

|.  Sex  is  degrading  -  "there  There  is  no  Justification 

is  much  to  be  said  for  the  for  the  circulation  ot 

colloquial  meaning  of  the  ions  merely  because  th 

word   fuck  ...I  think   that  those   of  an   est  it 

if  you  really  loved  scholar,   that  is.   a  person 

somebody,  you  would  also  re-  elevated  by  the  mechanisms 

spect  them."  of  the  ruling  class  CO   the 

2.   Straights  are  more  op-  position   of   intellectual 

pressed  than  gays  --  "There  authority.  This  print 

is  a  good  deal  more  self-ab-  particularly 

negation   in   the  straight  where  such  an  authority  es- 


position  than  in  the  homo 
sexual  posit i<m" 
3.  Some  form  of  gay  oppres- 
sion is  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  human  so- 
ciety --  "1  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  imagine 
that  would  not  tak 


pouses  ideas   which   are  es- 
sentially without  merit. 

Did  you  pui'  i  I  H  :  n   mi 
terview  as   an  expos6  of 
homophi  lisa?  To  have 
this  without   including  any 

i ,  | .  i  i  1 1 1 ,  i  i  ■  ■  i  criti  i  i 

more  or  mentary  on  Priadanbmrg'l  re- 


iS  the  attitudes  that  have  marks  ll 

come  to  prevail"  it  is   reasonable  to  assume 

4.  Political  action  cannot  that  many  of  your  readers 
change   gay   oppression  --  are  ill-equip 

"All  liberation  movements.  1 

think,  are  necessary,   and  berg's  ; 

none  work.   Because  politics  are:    instruments  for  the 

is  politics,  and  as  soon  as  maintenance  of  gay  opprcs- 

it  becomes  politics  there's  sion. 

corruption"  ">  ■«  hnr.i 

5.  Cay  oppression  will  dis-  up  with  a  good  reason  for 
appear  without  any  action  by  the  pub 11 

'.re  the   laws  being  denberg 


interview.   If  you 


changed  because  the  gay  lib-  have  one,  we  would  I 
eration  movement   is  getting  know  wi.  II  you  do 

..,™n.,.  nr  I*  th-  «.iv  lih-  not.  we  encourage  you  to 


stronger,  or  is  the  | i 
eration  movement  getting 
stronger  because  of  the  so- 
cial climate  which 


not,  we  encourage  you 

avoid,   ui  th' 

publication  of  art i. U 

this  which  can  only  inhibit 


the  growth  of  gay  conscious- 


the  change  in  the 
thlllk  the  latter." 

Friedenberg  puts  forth 
■any  other  equally  backward 
notions  in  the  interview, 
but  it  is  undesirable  to 
give  them  any  more  exposure 
than  they  have  already  re- 
ceived in  The  Body  Politic. 

A  letter  to  the  editors 
is  not  the  place  for  detail- 
ed refutation;  in  this  case, 
such  refutation  would  be  te- 
dious and  unnecessary,   for 
the  views  expounded  by  Frie- 
denberg are  rooted  in  a  con- 
sciousness  to  which   the     I   am  angry  about  Greg 
basic  polemical   literature   Lchnc's  review  of  ay  book, 
of  the  gay  movement  is  ad-  Homosexuality  and  Psycholog- 
dressed.  He  can  only  express  i< 


Yours  fraternally, 
Walter  Bluncnthal, 
Don  Brant , 
Frank  Brayton, 
t.en  III  lot, 
Paul  Macdonald, 
Tony  Hctie. 
Ken  Popert, 
John  Ki lson. 

angry  author 

Dear  Body  Politic: 
angry 


inc.  II'  ' 
the  fla*. 


compassion  for  this  gay 
scholar,  whom  sexual  oppres- 
sion has  reduced  to  an  em- 
barrassing display  of  intel- 
lectual shallowness  on  an 
issue  which  is  so  central  to 
bis  being.  Mhat  does  concern 
us  here  is  the  motive  for  people  in  grr 
the  publication  of  this  in-  as  well  as  DOB 
terview. 

Did  you  publish  this  in-   found 
terview  because  you  support  "self-actual: 


solely 
book, 

strenjr' 

homosexuality  is  a 
tation  of 
and  demonst r  - 


erosexual   women.      (It   should 

also     he  remembered     that  my 

book  was  one  of  the   first   to 

concaai- 

■f  homosexuality.) 

rreedman 
1  raneisco 


nae  sae 


bad 


Dear  Body  Politic- 
Can  1,  as  the  founder  of 
the  Scottish  Minorities 
Group  and  a  member  of  the 
committee  which  drafted  the 
"Sexual  Offenses  (Scotland) 
BUI  1973",  make  a  few  rele- 
vant comments  on  your  edi- 
torial in  Issue  11? 

The  overall  problem  with 
any  legislation  which  has  a 
direct  bearing  on  sexual 
activity  is  to  translate  the 
often  remarkably  liberated 
views  of  Members  of  Parlia- 
nent,  which  they  express  in 
private,  into  rational  pub- 
lic discussion  and  debate. 
The  august  chambers  of  Par- 
liament in  London,  U.K.,  are 
ii  ■'  Ideal.  But  that  is  where 
our  Sexual  Offenses  Bi 1 1 
will  be  passed  into  Law. 
1 1,  1 1  is  why  our  proposals 
seem  to  be  too  lukewarm,  too 
self-oppressed,  if  vou  like. 
Let  me  assure  your  readers 
that  we  in  SMG  are  not  luke- 
warm gays!  The  social  atmos- 
phi  n  m  the  U.K.  --  but  es- 
pecially in  Scotland  --  is 
responsible  for  the  lack  of 
much  of  the  glitter  and  en- 
ergy which  we  know  exists  in 
the  major  urban  areas  in 
North  America.  One  big  head- 
ache in  Britain  has  been  the 
lack  of  coherent  Law  Reform 
proposals  from  our  gay  bro- 
thers in  England.  The  cam- 
paign for  Homosexual  Equal- 
ity has  tried  to  come  up 
with  "across-the-board" , 
sweeping  sexual  reforms. 
This  is  fine,  and  a  liberat- 
ed approach.  But  a  lot  of 
heterosexuals  remain  to  be 
impressed.  So  do  the  major- 
ity of  homosexuals. 


letters 


There  are  2  approaches  to 
Law  Reform:  you  can  dismiss 
the  whole  system  as  corrupt 
and  moot  your  own  system;  or 
you  can  limit  your  goals  and 
pursue  the  one  issue:  HOMO- 
SEXUAL law  reform.  Healthy 
and  happy  gay  organizations 
should  be  capable  of  tack- 
ling both  approaches. 

Let  me  conclude  by  re- 
assuring your  readers  that 
Scotland  is  "nae  sae  bad" 
for  gays,  despite  the  law. 
"Sporran. fondling"  has  never 
been  made  illegal  here! 

Ian  Dunn 
Edinburgh,  Scotland 


lies  lies  ties 

Dear  Body  Politic: 

Whom  among  homosexuals  is 
Walter  Blumcnthal  trying  to 
fool  by  asserting  that  mas- 
sive incidence  of  VD  is  "a 
lie;  just  another  stereo- 
type"? Grow  up  and  face  the 
facts:  VD  ££  extremely  epi- 
demic among  homosexuals.  I 
myself  have  had  gonorrhea 
four  times  and  syphilis  once 
and  I  never  go  to  baths.  No 
one  I  know  who  is  sexually 
has  failed  to  get 
some  form  of  VD  at  least 
once. 

i  i as  lies  lies  lies.  Why 
can't  faggots  ever  face  and 
state  the  truth?  No  one  is 
fooled  by  Blumenthal's  lies. 
No  one  is  elevated  by  his 
exhibitionism  in  giving  gra- 
phic description  of  the  mo- 
ment of  his  embarrassment. 
Truly  faggots  are  a  degraded 
lot. 

Maybe  someday  I  will  be 
able  to  read  a  homosexual 
paper  without  becoming  fur- 
ious, disgusted,  and  --  were 
I  to  continue  reading  --  de- 
pressed. 

L.  Craig  Schoonmaker 

President 

Homosexuals  Intransigent! 

New  York 


8^   8^ 


now 
we're 
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news 


Civic  recognition  forces  newspaper  to  print  ad 


H»ftTO--OT]  February  Sth, 
m      same   day      that    Reverend 
Robert  Wolfe     was  cli< 

"Appreciation"   for  brav- 
■  by  Toronto  City 
■   promotional    ad   for   his   gay 
ministry .      the     Metropolitan 
Communi  *  -u     re- 

fused by  the  Toronto  Star. 
Only  after  considerable  ad- 
verse publicity  did  the  Star 

The      events         leading      to 
confrontation     with 
the  Star     began     on     January 
I  !>th.      Tie     «as     summoned     to 
City  Hall     (there  a  young  gay    . 
he  had  been     counselling  was    . 
threatening  to  jump   froai  the     t 
lop     of     the     J7-storey  west     V 
tower.      The  youth,      ignoring    *' 
the      pleas      of      platoon   fire     ^ 
ward       Robinson     to    <* 
k      from  the   >1 I 
edge,        had       asked     to     see    .1* 
Wolfe. 

-i  net)'      tense   ainutes 
Holfe  talked     19 
Ing   youth,      fearing      ■ 

ISl    he   would   slip   and 
.  .<n     the     14"      ledge. 
Finally     he  allowed     hiisself 
1  be    led   to   BaJ 
While      media      coverage   of 
Molfe's     bravery     mma 
,    the    fact    thai 
a  gay     church     was  never   re- 
!.     That    was    to   change. 
Reverend      Bob.        as   ho    is 
uam     EO  his     congregation, 
that    he   would 
be   commended   in  the     council 
chambers     on     February     Sth. 
knowing  that      an  ad  froa  the 
Community  Hoeophi le  Associa- 
t      Toronto     had     been 
rejected  by    the   Star,    he   de- 
to  submit   the  follow- 
ing      copy       to     the     Star's 


. 


classified  ad  department  on  as  homosexuals."  The  letter 

January  31st:  went  on  to  explain   that  the 

"Cay  Christians  are  invited  policy  was  designed  to  avoid 

to  worship  with  Metropolitan  libel  and  to  be  consistent 

Coaaaunity  Church,  Sundays  at  with  the  Star's  role  as  a 

8  p. a.,  at  the  Holy  Trinity  'family  newspaper*. 
Church,  364-9799."  Last  year  at  this  tiac 

Wolfe's  tialng  was  acute,  alaost   identical  statements  _ 

He  received  a   letter  froa  regarding  a  Body  Politic  ad  had  t0  bach  down 

Paul  8.  Young,   assistant  to  had  caused  the  Ontario  Press  jat(,r  rrBarked, 

the  advertising  director  of  Council   to  rule  that   the 

the  Star,   on  the  morning  of  Star  was  discriainating  a- 

the  day  of  his  award.  gainst  a  minority.  Nevcrthe- 

Toung's   letter   stated  less,  the  ad  wasn't  accepted, 
that  the  ad  was  unacceptable     The  document  of  Apprecia- 

because  the  Star's  policy  tion  which   Mayor  Croabie 

was  to  "reject  advertising  presented  to  Wolfe  read  in 

which  would  identify  persons  part:    "The   community 


from  your   largest  n< » 
saying  that   they  r.  • 
allow  me   to  buy  advai 
to  tell  ay  brother*  and  Bit- 
ters t  :  .  ainis- 
trv  here  for  them,   and  that 
when   they   begin   to   lose 
hope,  we'll  try  to  give  them 

1    revelation   stunned 
the  members  of  coun, 
were  present;   one  expressed 
support  and   Mated   that  he 
was  ready  to  take  action. 

The   media    laaodl 
took  up  ■ h  vary- 

ing degrees  of  vigour 

rota  was  Charles  Tea- 
pleton,  a  noted  radio  com- 
mentator,  author   and 
former  aim  1 
former  managing  odll 
the  Star.  That   evening,  on 

.  ~-\\      h«  USi 
Star's  explanation  as  noth- 
ing Ben  Iga  and 

balone)  I"      i.iobai    tv,     the 

Globe  and  Mall  newspaper, 
CftC  radio,  '  the  Star  itself, 
and  other  media  sources  also 
carried  the  story. 

The  next  day  Snm.111  Kirk, 
the  advertising  director  of 
the  Star,  telephoned  Wolfe 
to  inform  him  that  the  ad 
would  be  accepted.  In  a  con- 
firming letter  sent  to  Holfe 
Kirk  also  apologised  for  the 
Incident.  "The  Star  was  in 
an  untenable  position.  They 
Wolfe 


In  the  back  pages  of  the 
Star's  Friday,  February  7th 
edition,  an  article  appeared 
stat I ng  that  the  whu  le 
affair  had  been  a  mistake. 
Citing  its  director  of  mar- 
keting, Lionel  Mohr,  the 
Star  article  maintained  that 


Star  refuses  CHAT  service  ad 


TORONTO- The  Toronto  Star 
has   refused     a     service  ad- 
sub- 
mitted       by     the     Community 
Ikxaophlle     Association       of 
mi     for 
I usal  were     not     made 
clear. 

'he   fol- 
ia   the  Star  on 
8th: 
"Utasosexuat       Information 
irwj      CM  i>lce. 

ty     Homophlle 
I 
■  ronto.         S6.J- 


IM 


who  identt- 
the  manager 


agreed  to  substitute  the 
word  "distress".  After 
checking  with  higher  of  fi- 
ll the  Star,  however, 
llavard  phoned  back  to  state 
that   the  ad  was  "against 

In  a  phone   interview, 
CHAT  president  Georc.. 
lop  said  that  the  Star  pro- 
bably confused  his  organi- 
sation with  The  apJy  Poli- 
tic.  He  noted  that  Ms.  lla- 
vard had  made  reference  to 
"previous    communication" 
with  OUT  regarding 
using.    QIAT  has  not  had 
previous  coam  . 
the  Star;   The  Body  Politic 


a  citizen  who  has  shown  that 
spirit  of  humanity  so  essen- 
tial to  the  continuance  of 


large  looks  with  justifiable  thTinitial  refusal  resulted 
*•*???*  ™d.affeCtl?n_"T;r?  froa.  misinterpretation  of 
policy  on  the  part  of  the 
paper's  advertising  staff 
ncc  0f  person  who  had  initially 
the  reputation  that  the  peo-  pTOCWtd  the  ad.  Mohr  seea- 
ple  of  Toronto  are  warm,  ed  to  forget  the  letter  froa 
friendly  and  concerned  about  Mr_  young  to  Wolfe. 
their  fellow  men."  -p,,.  a(j  appeared  under  the 

In  his  reply,  Wolfe  seii-  .•personai«i  column   in  the 
ed  the  occasion  to  report  Friday  February  7th  and  Sat- 
that   the  Star  had  refused  uruay  February  Sth 
his  ad.  "I  received  a  letter  „f  th*  Da»cr. 


Controversial  art  exhibit  opens 


has. 


The   ad   suhmit 


islop  said 
subalt    the 


TORONTO-Oarryl   Ton. 
year  old  native  of  Brant ford 
Ontario,   has  announced     that 
an  exhibition  of  his  gay  art 

n  Cal- 
rnue-- 
from  "I.- 


been    repeatedly   refit* 
aea  Council     grants 
of     hi*     gay      themes 
fused     admission  to 
tario  College  of  Art 

.      was      "utter . 


ing  In  Tot 

is  ap- 
peared     in     The   Body   IV I  it  it 
reports      that      he   has 


THE  BODY  POLITIC 


news 


Rights  commissioners  renege; 
GATE   demo  wins  meeting 


Hon  Dayman  and  Tom  Vomer  of 
discuss  brief  with  Robert  MoPhee,   OHRC  tkreotor 


T0R0NTO--0n  February  18, 
1974,  more  than  35  guy  men 
and  women  picketed  i  II 
of  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission  offices  at  400 
University  Avenue  in  Toronto. 
The  picket  was  organized  by 

ti iv   \1  liance   Towards 

Equality  (GATE)  jn  protest 
against  the  OllRC's  refusal 
to  take  a  position  on  propo- 
sals submitted  by  GATE  in  a 
brief  to  the  Commission  in 
August  of  1973.  The  brief 
called  for  the  inclusion  of 
the  term  'sexual  orienta- 
tion' in  the  Human  Rights 
Code  and  asked  for  the  esta- 
i  m  of  a  study  commis- 
sion to  research  and  invest- 
igate cases  of  discrimina- 
tion ag;iinst  homosexuals.  It 
was  not  until  February  1, 
1974  (close  to  six  months 
later),  that  the  Commission 
d  to  discuss,  the  brief. 

In  j  letter  dated  Feb- 
ruary 4,  the  Commissioners 
told  GATE  that  the  brief  had 
been  discussed,  but  that  no 
decisions  had  been  made  on 
Oommdations  eontain- 

■■'-i  in  it.  rhey  stated  that 
they  would  discuss  the  mat- 
ter again  if  GATE  could 
provide  them  with  evidence 
of  discrimination.  Signed  by 
Mr.  At t in.  Information  Of- 
ficer for  the  Commission, 
the  letter  curtly  postponed 
a  previously  scheduled  meet- 
ing with  representatives  of 
GATE  on  the  grounds  that 
-such  ■  meeting  would  serve 

need. 
Ron  is  naynan 

. 

Tpittce  show,- 
the  scheduled  time  anyway 
end  demanded  a  meeting  to 

the  Commission's  In- 


action. Attin  talked  to  them 
but  flatly  stated  th 
was  wasting  its  tim,  i 
peering  the  Commission  to 
act  upon  i  ts  recommenda- 
tions. He  tried  to  discour- 
age them  from  seeking  any 
further  action  on  the  mat- 
ter. Angered  by  this  re- 
sponse, GATE  decided  to 
picket  the  OHRC  office. 

As  a  result  of  the  picket 
and  leafleting  of  the  em- 
ployees of  the  building, 
eight  people,  including  Ron 
Dayman  and  Tom  Warner  of 
GATE  (along  with  other  rep- 
resentatives of  the  gay  com- 
munity) met  with  Robert 
McPhee,  Director  of  the  Com- 
mission. During  the  hour 
long  meeting,  Mr.  McPhee  was 
cordial  but  not  very  specif- 
ic with  regard  to  the  brief. 

Mr.  McPhee  expressed  am- 
azement at  the  meeting  with 
Attin  the  week  before,  and 
said  that  Attin  was  speaking 
only  for  himself. 

Mr.  McPhee  offered  little 
hope  for  concrete  action  by 
the  Commission.  "Ultimately** 
he  said,  "it's  the  legislat- 
ors that  you  have  to  per- 
suade. The  Commission  is 
merely  a  creature  of  the 
Legislature."  He  added  that 
The  OHRC  is  a  sub-organ  of 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
that  it  was  really  the  Min- 
istry of  Social  Planning 
that  was  more  directly  in- 
volved with  the  area  of 
change.  He  advised 
GATE  to  submit  its  brief  to 
them.  It  was  up  to  homosex- 
uals to  prove  that  di scrim-. 
ination  exists  and  thai 
would  also  have  to  be  the 
ones  to  change  publi 
ion,  he  added. 


Citing  the  Saskatchewan 
Hunan  Rights  Commission  as  a 
precedent,  the  GATE  repre- 
sentatives argued  that  the 
Commission  in  Ontario  ns  it 
least  capable  of  making  a 
similar  recommendation  to 
the  government.  The  OHRC  has 
in  the  past  recommended  to 
the  government  that  changes 
be  instituted  in  the  Code. 

On  this  point,  Mr.  McPhee 
contradicted  himself.  At 
first  he  said  that  "The  Com- 
mission is  the  policy  cen- 
tre. If  there  were  to  be  re- 
commendations for  changes  in 
policy  to  the  government, 
certainly  the  Commission  is 
the  proper  body  to  make 
those  recommendations."  How- 
ever, he  then  evaded  the  is- 
sue, saying  "But  the  poli- 
whether 
sexual  orientation  should  be 
in  the  Code  or  not  is  not 
one  that  we  would  have  very 
ul  on." 

As  a  placating  gesture, 
Mr.  McPhee  said  that  homo- 
sexuals were  not  the  only 
minority  group  that  was  not 
protected  by  the  Code.  Ke 
thought  the  gay  movement  was 
fortunate  to  have  leaders 
capable  of  articulating  its 
position,  pointing  to  the 
fact  that  GATE  had  been  able 
to  go  "right  to  the  top" 
(meaning  himself)  to  discuss 
their  problems.  He  said  that 
other  groups  such  as  domes- 
tics had  no  one  to  speak  for 


them. 

Klicn  the  GATE  members 
accused  the  commissioners  of 
being  inaccessible, 
countered  with  "I  don't 
think  it's  been  inaccessi- 
bility —  I  think  it's  been 
perhaps  their  failure  to 
give  you  the  firm  answer  on 
what  our  position  is  vie  & 
vie  your  brief.  I  think  I h H 
is  the  crux  of  the  problem." 

The  only  real  achievement 
was  a  statement  from  Mr. 
McPhee  that  GATE  would  pro- 
bably be  able  to  meet  with 
the  full  Commission  in  the 
very  near  future. 

In  a  GATE  press  re  i . ■ .  .. 
Ron  Dayman  stated  that  "Whit 
Mr.  McPhee   is  saying,  in 
effect,   is  that  the  Commis- 
sion  refuses   to  deal   with 

problems  of  oppressed  

ities.  What  they  warn 
clear  indication  tl, 
public  is  behind  any  propos- 
ed revision  of  the  Code.  At 
this  point  we  might  ask  what 
the  function  of  the  OHRC  is 
if  it  is  not,  in  fact,  to 
work  for  the  alleviation  of 
discrimination  by  changing 
rather  than  reacting  to, 
public  opinion." 

GATE  viewed  the  picket  as 
successful  insofar  as  it 
proved  that  the  OHRC  will  at 
least  react  to  pressure 
placed  upon  it  by  minority 
groups.  "We  intend  to  keep 
this  matter  before  the  pub- 
lic," Mr.  Dayman  said. 


Media  group  to  circulate  films 


TORONTO-A  new  gay  group 
known  as  Gay  Media  is  form- 
ing in  Toronto.  It  will  be 
completely  independent  from 
all  other  gay  groups  in  Tor- 
onto. 

The  object  of  forming  the 
group  is  twofold:  1)  to  make 
available  to  interested  par- 
ties media  programs  such  as 
slides,  video  tapes,  audio 
tapes,  and  films  about  gays; 
2)  to  undertake  the  produc- 
tion of  programs  (slides, 
.video  and  audio  tapes,  and 
eventually  films)  by  and 
about  gays. 

Michael  Roberts,  one  of 
the  organizers,  stated  "In 
Toronto  we  are  lucky  to  have 
many  good  speakers  on  a  num- 
ber of  topics  of  interest  to 
gays  which  other  groups  in 
other  parts  of  Canada  don't 
have  access  to.  We  should  be 
able  to  share  these  resour- 
ces with  the  other  groups 
through  the  medium  of  audio 
and  video  tapes." 

The  media  group  plans  to 
make  original  audio  programs 
in  a  panel  discussion  format 
on  the  subject  of  Gay  rela- 
tionships, Lesbian  Mathers, 
SfiM,  Gays  and  the  law,  V.D., 
and  many  more,   utilizing 


people  who  are  "expert"  in 
these  fields.  These  programs 
will  be  made  available  to 
interested  groups  and  indi- 
viduals on  a  rental  or  pur- 
chase basis  at  non-prof i  t 
rates. 

The  group  also  hopes  to 
make  programs  of  interest  to 
heterosexuals  who  are  trying 
to  reach  an  understanding  of 
gay  people  or  who  are  doing 
research.  The  group  hopes  to 
place  some  of  its  produc- 
tions in  the  audio-visual 
sections  of  libraries  across 
Canada . 

A  number  of  taped  produc- 
tions are  already  available 
from  the  group.  These  in- 
clude a  gay  pride  week 
slideshow,  a  video  tape  of  a 
discussion  between  George 
Hislop  (CHAT)  and  Daniel 
Cappon  (noted  homophobe) , 
and  an  audiotape  of  Rev. 
Gregory  Baun's  address  "Ho- 
mosexuality and  human  dig- 
nity". 

Anyone  interested  who  has 
ideas  for  productions  or  who 
would  like  to  offer  technics 
al  assistance  should  contact 
Michael  Roberts,  Gay  N 
Box  1340,  Station  A,  Toronto 
Ontario,  M5K  1C7. 


news 


Activists  wed,  test  equality 


«IKN|PCC— Chrl*  Vogel  and 
Richard  North,  both  member* 

of  Gays  for  Equality  in  Win- 
nipeg, »rr*  married  oo  Feb- 
ruary II  by  Rev.  Norman 
Naylor,  a  minister  of  the 
i  in  Universallst  Fel- 
lowship. It  m  the  second 
tier  in  Canada  that  a  fay 
couple  had  fought  legal 
sanction  for  a  relationship. 


Ckri*  Vogtl  t  Rich  north 
In  a  telephone  interview 
with  The  Body  Politic,  Chris 
st  Jtc3  that  tn"e  marriage 
took  place  not  because  they 
in  tat  Lost L tut ion 
of  marriage,  but  because  of 
the  publicity  which  the  gay 
movement  would  receive  from 
such  an  action.  Vogcl  also 
said  that  the  membership  of 
GFE  remains  divided  on  the 
issue  of  marriage. 

Vogel  further   iddcd  that 
in  their  view,   as   long  as 


marriage  rmmains 
tion  which  carries  certain 
legal  and  financial  advant- 
ages, homosexuals  should  be 
allowed  to  marry  and  enjoy 
these  advantages  the  same  as 
heterosexuals.  For  Vogcl  and 
North,  the  Issue  is  not  so 
much  one  of  whether  gays 
should  or  should  not  marry 
but  rather  one  of  whether 
they  have  the  opportunity  to 
do  so  if  they  wish. 

Vogel  eaphasiEed  that  the 
most  important  aspect  of 
the  marriage  was  the  oppor- 
tunity for  an  educat  iona 1 
campaign  on   homosexuality 

by  the  pub 
Already  the  event  has  been 
given  extensive  coverage  in 
the  media  with  all  of  the 
major  Winnipeg  papers  and 
the  Canadian  Press  carrying 
news  items  on  it.  TWo  CBC 
programs,  TV  interviews  and 
severs  1  phone- i  n  prog  rams 
have  also  taken  place.  Vogel 
said  the  media  coverage  has 
generally  been  favourable. 
Only  the  Winnipeg  Free  Press 
covered  the  story -negatively. 
Reaction  from  straight 
people  has  been  mixed.  Sev- 
ern) radio  and  TV  stations 
reported  receiving  angry 
phone  calls  from  listeners 
following  coverage  of  the 
marriage.  Several  women  In 
the  office  where  Vogel  works 
were  so  delighted  at  the 
thought  of  a  gay  wedding 
that  they  bought  the  couple 
a  gift.   The  parents  of  the 


two.  although  general: 
tng  to  accept  their  sons' 
homosexuality,  expressed  con- 
cern over  the  amount  of  pub- 
being  given  to  the 
action. 

From  a  legal  viewpoint, 
Vogel  was  less  daftl  - 
the  results  of  the  marriage. 
According  to  the  Manitoba 
law,  gays  are  not  specifical- 
ly excluded  from  legally 
marrying. 

Lawyers  for  the  couple 
have  advised  that  although 
an  outright  denial  of  a 
legal  marriage  certificate 
is  unlikely,  the  couple  pro- 
bably will  not  be  issued 
one.  In  Manitoba,  a  marriage 
1 i  cense   may  be   ob t  a i ne J 


Debate  opens  Sask.  campaign 


SASKATOON—  The  Zodiac 

Friendship  Society  and  its 
affiliate  Saskatoon  Gay  Ac- 
tion have  begun  in  ambitious 
educational  campaign  in  the 
province  of  Saskatchewan. 
The  first  stage  of  this  cam- 
paign began  on  January  23 
with  a  debate  sponsored  by 
the  University  of  Saskatche- 
wan Students'  Debating  So- 
ciety entitled  'Gay  Is  Good 
for  God  and  Han*. 

Supporting  the  motion 
were  Peter  Millard,  newly 
elected  President  of  ZFS,  and 
Beth  Foster,  a  member  of 
various  feminist  and  gay  or- 
ganl:atlons  in  Saskatoon. 
Opposing  the  motion  were 
Rev.  Mi  cheat  Hobard  of  the 
Lllm  Pentecostal  Tabernacle 
and  Hetty  Clews,  a  member  of 
the  U.  of  S.  English  Depart- 
ment .  There  was  a  large 
turnout  for  the  debate  with 
well  over  500  students  and 
faculty   in  attendance. 

One  of  the     most  positive 


results  of  the  debate  was 
Peter  Millard's  public  dec- 
laration of  his  gayness.  Mr. 
Millard  is  a  Professor  of 
English  at  the  university  of 
Saskatchewan. 

Doug  He  1 lquist ,  former 
President  of  ZFS  and  now 
Chairman  of  SGA,  has  also 
announced  that  the  organiza- 
tion will  embark  upon  an  ex- 
tensive lobbying  campaign  to 
gain  support  for  proposals 
which  they  presented  to  the 
Saskatchewan  Human  Rights 
Commission  in  a  brief  last 
year.  Copies  of  the  brief 
have  been  mailed  to  Members 
of  the     Legislative  Assembly. 

This  action  is  a  follow- 
up  to  the  precedent-setting 
recommendation  of  the  SUM 
to  the  Saskatchewan  govern- 
ment for  the  inclusion  of 
the  term  sexual  orientation 
in  the  provincial  Human 
Rights  Code.  As  yet,  the 
government  has  not  acted 
upon    the    recommendation. 


either   by      applying    ,.. 
to  the  provincial   government 
or  by     obtaining  a  Proclama- 
tion    of     the     Sarins     from  a 
clergyman. 

Vogel    and   North   chose   the 
tatter  to     save     time.      They 
have     now     had       the     papers 
signed,  witnessed     sod 
to     thr       City     of     ' 
which      should      issue      them   a 
certificate.      Thi* 
cate     must      then     be  smml    to 
the     provincial       government 
for  approval. 

While  the  Manitoba  gov- 
ernment has  refused  t 
a  legat  position  on  the  mat- 
ter it  is  expected  that  they 
will  ask  for  the  issue  to  be 
settled    In  the  courts. 


Liberationist  addresses  students 


WINNIPEG- --Nearly  1000 
students  gathered  to  bear 
Maurice  Flood,  chairperson 
of  Vancouver's  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality,  address 
the  University  of  Manito- 
ba ' s  annua 1  "Pes t 1 val  of 
Life  and  Learning." 

Flood,  who  also  serves 
on  the  editorial  board  of 
of  the  B.C. -based  Gay'  Tide 
newspaper.  spoke  on  the 
problems  gay  students  en- 
counter in  the  campus  com- 
munity. "Anti-gay  hlas  en- 
gendered by  the  family  and 
religion  is  deepened  by  the 
educational  system  at  every 
level,"  he  told  the  stu- 
dents. "This  includes  ad- 
ministration, department 
heads,  student  councils  and 
newspapers,  the  student 
body,  and  some  gay  stu- 
dents", although  he  quickly 
noted  that  the  U  of  M  and 
and  The  Hanitoban  were  "no- 
table exceptions." 

Discussion  from  the 
floor  centered  around  the 
nature  of  gay  oppression. 
One  gay  medical   student 


suggested  that  discrimina- 
tion against  gays  was  less 
extensive  than  the  gay 
movement  portrayed.  He 
cited  his  own  openness  and 
acceptance  as  an  example. 

Flood's  response  to  the 
student  was  that  legal  and 
and  social  discrimination 
against  gays  Is  selectively 
enforced.  Richard  North, 
a  member  of  Winnipeg's  Gays 
For  Equality  and  chairper- 
son of  the  meeting,  agreed 
and  noted  that  "most  gays 
go  to  extraordinary  lengths 
to  conceal  their  sexual 
identity  for  fear  of  Job 
dismissal  and  personal  re- 
rejection  by  family  and 
friends." 

The  session,  which  ran 
for  one  and  a  half  hours, 
was  well  received  by  the 
mainly  heterosexual  audi- 
ence. During  the  course  of 
the  festival  week,  gay  lib- 
eration received  wide  media 
coverage,  including  a  vid- 
eo-taping of  Flood's  speech 
by  educational  TV  and  sev- 
eral TV  and  rodio  programs. 


ItoeFioai  rteseJ  , 
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Church  passes 
strong  resolution 


EDMONTON—The  Unitarian 
Church  of  Edmonton  has  pass- 
ed a  resolution  which  has 
been  described  as  one  of  the 
most  positive  toward  gay 
people  by  a  non-gay  church 
to  date. 

Reverend  Robert  Brown  lie 
of  the  church  said,  "We  have 
taken  steps  in  this  church 
to  open  our  facilities  to 
the  gay  community  and  we 
have  been  more  than  pleased 
with  the  response." 

The  resolution  as  passed 
i ed  of  two  parts.   The 
first  opened  the  church's 
facilities   to  homosexuals 
and  the  second  set  up  a  con- 
to  implement  a  six 
point  program  designed  to 
-  1 1'. in. i   ■■!■.■   parti i 
■  ii  ■  'lurch. 
"Individuals  in  the  gay 
community  have  begun  attend- 

'  '!■ '    mi'!    ■  ■ 

I  Larity  and     seem  to 

i".-  i'  i  ■  .r  ■  d  with  our  atmos- 
said  Brown! te.  "In 
i  i  iii  Lon  we  have  begun  to 
have  inquiries  from  gay 
groups  about  the  use  of  our 
■    itles." 


200  gather  at 
lesbian  meeting 


'M'.Ti'i  U.— More     than      :  Kl 
lesbian     feminists     met        in 
conference  here  on   the  week- 
January  19th  and  20th 
cht  i  i  !.■■ 

n.  d  i  in    history . 

Spokeswomen  for  the  host 
i  -  ition,   Montreal   Gay 
Women's  Collective,  describ- 
ed the  conference  as  "one  of 
the  most  successful  events" 
of  its  kind.   Women  attended 
from  ten  cities  --  Toronto, 
Hamilton,  Guelph,   Kingston, 
,  Waterloo,  Quebec  Ci- 
iskatoon,  and  Ithaca, 
. 

Enthusiastic   organisers 

nee  nointed  to 

the   sizeable   francophone 

partit -t  imnor- 

easure  of  the  progress 

veraent. 

■  suit  of   the  CO 

. 

n  group 

■ 

Gay  Women's  Collective  with 

a  view  to  sharing  premises 

and  activities.   Another  en- 

nf  sign  was  th 
that  for  half  of  the  parti- 
cipants, the  -January  confer- 
contact 

ia   novement . 


news 

B.C.  forum  weighs  movement  strategy 


VANCOUVER— Approximately 
150  people  attended  a  sym- 
posium on  "Cpntemporary 
Society  and  the  Gay  Strug- 
gle" held  at  the  Student 
Onion  Building  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  British  Columbia 
on  Thursday,  January  24th. 
learld  Moldenhauer, 
founder  of  The  Body  Politic 
and  long-time  gay  activist, 
was  the  featured  panelist 
of  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  and  Gay  People  of 
UBC  co-sponsored  symposium. 
The  other  panelists  includ- 
The  other  panelists  were 
rrington,  ombudswoman 
for  the  B.C.  Status  of  Wo- 
men Council  and  member  of 
■  DViflce's  new  Human 
Rights  Commission; 

organiser  of  the 
LmSbl  LH  Drop-In  at  thi 
couver  Women' s  Bookstore ; 
Phillip  Hewitt,  minister  of 
the  Vancouver  Unitarian 
Church;  and  Maurice  Flood,. 

h arson  of  GATE. 

Moldenhauer,  who  is  on  a 
cross-country  tour  promot- 
ing the  National  Gay  Elec- 
tion Coalition,   focused  on 

the  history  of  The  Bod;  

litic  and  the  civil  rights 
demands  of  Canada's  gay 
movement . 

One  of  the  demands  he 
cited— inclusion  of  the 
phrase  "sexual  orientation" 
in  provincial  Human  Rights 
codes — was  supported  by  Ms. 
Errington.  Noting  that  the 
new  B.C.  Code  should  be 
amended  to  explicitly  pro- 
tect gay  people,  she  went 
on  to  argue  that  a  test 
case  might  result  in  the 
courts  interpreting  the 
code's  "reasonable-  cause" 
section  to  include  gays. 

All  five  panelists  par- 
ticipated in  a  discussion 
of  the  political  strategy 
which   the   gay  movement 
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might  develop  to  serve  its 
ends.  Moldenhauer  caution- 
ed, however,  that  "there  is 
so  much  to  be  done;  every 
group  must  look  at  its  cir- 
cumstances and  decide  the 
priorities  and  most  effect- 
ive way  to  focus  its  ener- 
gies." 

While  he  admitted  that 
the  Church  had  been  a  major 
source  of  gay  oppression 
throughout  the  ages,  Hewitt 
stated  that  the  Unitarian 
Uni versa list  Association's 
1970  statement  on  gay 
rights  indicated  a  change 
of  attitudes  on  the  part  of 
some  church-minded  people. 
His  congregation,  for  exam- 


ple, has  approved  a  sex-ed- 
ucation program  which  in- 
cludes homosexuality. 

After  other  issues,  such 
as  society's  restrictive 
attitude  toward  the  sexual- 
ity of  children,  had  been 
discussed,  a  question  peri- 
od followed. 

One  development  which 
may  prove  beneficial  to 
gays  was  brought  to  light 
when  Errington  revealed 
that  the  B.C.  Law  Reform 
Commission  on  Tenancy  had 
included  "sexual  orienta- 
tion" as  grounds  for  prohi- 
biting discrimination  in 
renting. 


An  important  breakthrough 
was  achieved  in  overturn) up 
what  conference  organisers 
described  as  "the   almost 
complete  silence  of  the  Mon- 
treal mass  nedia  with  regard 
to  lesbianism".  \  press  con- 
ference held  on  Saturday  e- 
vening  of  the   conference 
sparked  reports  on  CBC  telc- 
.  in  the  Montreal  Star 
- 1 ■  1 1 e  and  on  one  local 
station.  Montrea 
Prrsse  published  articles  on 
the  conference  prior  to  and 
However, 
the  liberal-national:: 
ly,  Le  Devoir,   rediscovered 
its  Catholic  origins   .ind 
blacked  out  the  en- 


tirely. Le  Devoir  compound- 
ed this  hostility  by  refus- 
ing to  run  a  paid  advertise- 
ment for  the  conference  be- 
cause it  was  "too  controver- 
sial". 

Amongst  the  tangible  re- 
sults of  the  meeting  were 
efforts  to  set  up  groups  for 
lesbian  mothers  and  older 
gay  women.  The  gathering  a- 
greed  tl  ma]  Con- 

ference, up  to  a  week  in 
length  was  a  desireable  goal 
of  the  lesbian  movement.  Wo- 
men interested  in  the  idea 
of  a  National  Conference  are 
being  encouraged  to  write  to 
Long  Time  Coming,  Box  161 , 
Station  "E",  Montreal,  P.Q. 


Still  hassled 

HALIFAX-In  the  last  issue 
we  reported  that  the  Stu- 
dents' Council  of  St.  Mary's 
University  had  denied  stu- 
dents the  right  to  take  mem- 
bers of  their  own  sex  to 
campus  socia I  func t  i ons . 
That  policy  has  been  changed 

The  Gay  Alliance  for 
Equality,  Inc.  of  Halifax 
reports  that  owing  to  their 
efforts  the  council's  policy 
no  longer  makes  reference  to 
•  sex ' . 

However,  GAE  points  out 
that  attitudes  towards  gays 
are  still  negative. 

(mow  nw  on  pag*  t4) 


marriage  thriller 


A  Portrait  Of  A  Marriage,  Nigel  Nicolson,  Weidenfeld  and 
Nicolson,  1973,  228  pages,  $10.95. 


It  was  common  knowledge,  certainly  in  literary 
circles,  from  1920  to  the  present,  that  Vita  Sackville- 
West  and  her  husband  Harold  Nicolson  had  homosexual 
affairs.  Nigel  Nicholson,  the  youngest  son  of  these 
two  English  writers,  has  taken  upon  himself  the  task  of 
writing  about  his  parents'  unorthodox  relationship  in  his 
book.  Portrait  of  a  Marriage.  After  his  mother's  death 
in  1962,  Nicolson  discovered  among  her  possessions  a 
narrative,  an  autobiography  of  sorts,  written  in  1920, 
when  she  was  twenty-eight.  This  narrative,  in  its 
entirety,  forms  the  first  and  third  chapters  of  the  book. 
The  second  and  fourth  chapters  Nicolson  uses  to  clarify 
and  expand  Vita's  account.  A  fifth  chapter  is  devoted 
to  the  post-1920  years  of  Vita  and  Harold's  marriage. 

Nicolson  states  that  when  he  first  read  Vita's 
narrative  he  couldn't  lay  it  aside  until  he  finished  it. 
He  unfortunately  didn't  perceive  that  the  reader  might 
share  his  sentiment,  because  he  sets  a  chapter  of  his 
own  right  in  the  middle  of  Vita's  autobiography.  Vita's 
marvellous  tale  begins  with  rambling  reflections  on  her 
family  and  childhood:  her  diplomat  grandfather  with  his 
brood  of  five  illegitimate  children,  her  mother's 
triumph  as  his  hostess  to  Washington  society,  a  famous 
succession  case  and  contested  wills. 

Her  purpose,  though,  was  of  more  importance  than 
to  show  the  life-style  of  the  rich  and  titled  in 
Edwardian  England.  Vita  Sackvi lie-West  loved  women. 
She  wrote  her  biography  just  as  her  tempestuous  love 
affair  with  Violet  Trefusis,  ne'e  Keppel,  was  coming  to 
an  end.   It  was  an  attempt,  clearly  meant  for  eventual 
publication,  to  explain  homosexuality  in  personal  terms. 
At  one  point  she  calls  her  story  a  "confession",  but 
this  is  no  confession,  it  is  a  declaration.   It  is  a 
vivid,  dramatic,  engrossing  tale  which  reads,  in  places, 
like  a  finely  wrought  suspense  thriller.  Her  irony  and 
sense  of  humour  are  always  present.   She  relates  that 


nih  K<ii»y  poiitu: 


after  she  and  Violet  had  definitely 
decided  to  leave  their  husbands 
and  run  off  together,  Violet  fled 
England  and  she  was  to  follow  on 
the  next  boat.   Ocnys,  Violet's 
husband,  in  hot  pursuit,  managed 
to  get  on  the  same  boat  as  Vita, 
and  in  a  howling  gale  the  two  set 
off  for  France.  Harold,  in  the 
meantime,  braving  th;it  same  gttle 
had  boarded  a  ship  in  France  to 
cross  the  channel  to  England  to 
find  Vita. 

The  excitement  of  Vita's  ac- 
count does  not  carry  over  to  her 
son's  writing.  Nicolson  offers 
us  some  factual  correction  to  his 
mother's  account  and  gives  us 
background  to  certain  events  but 
never  with  any  real  insight. 
Without  thought,  he  tosses  in  the 
concept  of  "dual  personality"  to 
explain  Vita's  lesbianism  and  her 
"Wanderlust".   Having  said  that, 
he  has,  of  course,  said  nothing. 
It  is  soon  apparent  that  Vita  and 
Harold's  relationship  was  very 
private,  excluding  even  their 
sons.  They  were  married  in  1913 
and  remained  so  until  her  death 
in  1962.  During  that  time  they 
both  had  numerous  affairs  with  people  of  the  same  sex. 
Why  did  they  stay  together?  Nicolson  states  many  times 
that  theirs  was  a  deep  and  abiding  love.  While  that 
might  be,  simply  asserting  it  does  not  make  it  so.  lie 
does  not,  perhaps  cannot,  show  us.  The  volume  of  let- 
ters between  Harold  and  Vita  is  evidently  immense.  As 
the  letters  he  does  print  give  us  our  clearest  views  of 
his  parents,  it  is  a  shame  he  didn't  incorporate  more 
of  them  in  his  book. 

In  explaining  why  he  treats  the  post-1920  years  in 
such  a  short  chapter  at  the  end  of  his  book,  Nicolson 
writes,  "...there  was  no  change  in  their  relationship 
from  that  time  forward,  no  threat  to  their  married 
happiness."  What  an  incredible  statement!  Are  we  to 
believe  that  the  need  for  two  strong-willed  writers  to 
assert  their  individuality,  their  succession  of  lovers, 
societal  pressures,  and  the  raising  of  two  sons  did  not 
change  their  relationship?  Nicolson  offers  only  pla- 
titudes. "From  that  moment,"  he  writes,  "until  her 
death  fifty  years  later  her  love  for  him  never  wavered." 
A  happy- ever- after  ending  is  not  good  enough.  With 
raw  material  of  such  calibre,  Nicolson  owed  us  a  much 
better  book. 


West  and  Harold  Nicolson  in  1932. 


Paul  Pearce 


colouring    book 


Colours  of  Love:  An  exploration  of  the  ways  of  loving, 
John  Allan  Lee,  New  Press,  1173,  294  pages,  $9.95. 


Milton  Rokeach  reports  in  his  new  book,  The  Nature 
of  Human  Values,  that  a  Canadian  group  of  Ray  males  ran- 
ked love  much  higher  in  their  system  of  values  than  sim- 
ilar heterosexual  males  at  the  same  university.  Hay 
people  certainly  do  care  about  love,  and  cay  literature 
and  gossip  is  full  of  love  stories.   However,  love  is 
sadly  lacking  in  current  non-fiction  and  periodicals 
frequently  read  by  gays.  What  I'd  like  to  see  is  some 
really  good  writing  on  gay  love  which  is  literary,  com- 
plexly creative  yet  simplified  for  easy  understanding. 
It  should  challenge  ny  thinking,  yet  relate  to  my  ex- 
perience.  I'd  like  some  empirical  data,  anJ  clever 
methodology.  Of  course,  it  would  have  to  be  readable 
and  entertaining. 


books 


I  won't  say  that  John  Lee's  Colours  of  Love  has 
totally  changed  ay  conception  of  love,  but  it  has  in- 
fluenced it.   1  can't  yet  say  that  I'll  do  etipirical 
research  with  his  system,  nor  that  I'll  apply  it  to  my 
personal  life,  and  avoid  Storgics  as  others  would  have 
me  avoid  Scorpios,  hut  I'm  considerme  it. 

But  I  will  say  that  Lee's  Colours  of  l.ove  is  the 
boo!  I  wanted  to  see.   It  is  a  book  that  everyone  could 
benefit  from  reading.   Lee  covers  the  spectrum  of  love 
so  completely,  anil  so  perceptively,  that  his  theory  of 
love  is  totally  relevant  to  Ray  experiences,  Hay  love 
is  frequently  mentioned  positively,  and  l.ee  never  as- 
sumes that  the  range  of  types  of  gay  love  is  any  dif- 
ferent from  straight  love.   Lee's  practical  approach 
to  rating  types  of  love,  and  judging  their  connataM- 
lity  is  easily  applied  to  gay  lovers. 

The  Colours  of  Love  is  empirically  based.   Lee  uses 
a  clever  interview  methodology  (Love-Story  Card-Sort) 
with  112  people  from  a  variety  of  backgrounds  in  Canada 
and  Lngland  to  verify  a  typology  derived  from  an  exten- 
sive study  of  literature  and  philosophy  of  love.  He  did 
several  follow-up  studies,  one  with  homosexuals  which 
is  not  fully  reported  in  the  book.  The  book  is  full  of 
literary  and  artistic  analyses,  as  well  as  real  exper- 
iences.  Lee's  background  knowledge  is  imprc 
broad,  and  rarely  found  in  such  a  qualified  academic 
sociologist.   His  writing  style  is  eminently  readable, 
easy  to  understand  yet  highly  intelligent,  factual  yet 
entertaining.   I  would  guess  that  he  is  predominantly 
luJn  erotic  tinged  with  pragma.  What  are  you'  Read 
Colours  of  l.ovc  and  find  out. 

Of  course,  John  Lee  knows  that  love  itself  cannot 
be  completely  analyzed  or  explained.   But  we  can  and  do 
torn  our  experiences  of  love.   I.ee  begins  his  book 
■*it!l  I  quotation  from  Ldna  St.  Vincent  Hi  Hay: 
Pity  me  that  the  heart  Ls  slow  to  learn 

beholds  at  every  turn. 
Lee's  swift  mind  has  produced  a  fascinating  typology  of 
love. 


Greg  Lchne 


sex  lives  of  the  heavies 


Strength  Through  Joy:  Sex  and  Society  in  Nazi  Germany, 
Hans  Peter  Blue I,  Seeker  and  Warburg  (J. P.  tippincott 
in  USA),  1973,  272  pages.  $10.9$. 


In  response  to  a  question  that  no  one  was  ever 
bold  enough  to  ask  but  was  certainly  on  everyone's 
mind.  Hitler  once  stated  that  he  had  never  taken  a  wife 
because  he  was  married  to  Germany.  How  proper,  then, 
that  in  the  hour  of  Germany's  destruction  Hitler  "re- 
married", finally  making  an  honest  woman  of  Eva  Braun, 
his  mistress  of  some  years  standing. 

For  bachelorhood  was  strictly  verboten  during  the 
Third  Reich.  And  those  luckless  women  without  a  hus- 
band (there  just  weren't  enough  men  to  go  around)  re- 
ceived official  encouragement  to  become  pregnant  any- 
way— by  a  German.  These  rather  chilling  facts  of  life, 
along  with  the  Nazi  approach  to  adultery,  bigamy,  abor- 
tion, miscegenation,  homosexuality .and  prostitution  are 
the  prober  subject  of  this  new  sex  survey.  An  extra 
and  somewhat  extraneous  feature  is  provided  by  capsule 
accounts  of  the  sex  lives  of  the  heavies  --  Hitler, 
Himmler,  Coebbels,  et  al.     Be  varned:  they're  boring. 

The  author's  aim  is  to  present  a  view  of  Nazi  so- 
ciety that  anyone  who  lived  through  the  period,  eyes 
and  ears  open,  would  know.  (This  means,  among  other 
things,  that  the  mass  aurder  of  homosexuals,  carried 
out  in  the  seclusion  of  concentration  camps,  remains 
unacknowledged.)  The  book  ends  without  adding  any- 


thing new  to  the  already  voluminous  scholarship  on  the 
Nazi  period,  but  it  may  sharpen  our  ability  to  detect 
and  criticize  sexism  in  contemporary  society.  Reading 
the  book,  one  often  experiences  a  flash  of  dfjet-vu:    as 
the  author  concludes,  "the  'new  morality'  (of  the  Nazi* 
was)  simply  the  old  morality  under  new  auspices." 


Jim  Steakley 


love   story 


Friends:  A  True  Story  of  Male  Love,  Alexander  Douglas, 
Coward,  McCann  and  Geoghegan,  1973,  224  pages,  $8.95, 
(Canadian  Distributor:  Longmans). 


I'd  wanted  to  review  Friends  because  its  form 
appealed  to  me-  the  autobiography  of  a  couple;  in  this 
case,  most  of  the  text  has  been  written  by  one  partner, 
"Alexander  Douglas",  with  additional  commentary  by  his 
lover  "John".   (A  few  years  ago,  Richard  Phclan  and  1 
had  used  a  similar  form  in  three  small  books  of  poetry 
we  wrote  together.)  Having  read  the  book,  I  have  mixed 
feelings  about  it.  The  quote  from  the  blurb  (presum- 
ably no  fault  of  the  author's)  is  of  course  absurd,  but 
I'm  nevertheless  sentimental  enough  to  like  the  idea  of 
a  2$-year  relationship  as  steady  and  loving  as  this  one 
seems  to  have  been.  Alex  and  John's  long  relationship 
is  pot  as  intense-  or  even  as  interesting-  as  many,  but 
its  very  ordinariness  will  baffle  or  beguile  readers 
who  expect  something  more,  well,  different.      For  all 
but  the  most  closeted  of  gay  readers,  no  surprises  here. 

The  author  and  his  "friend",  now  I  suppose  in 
their  SO's,  hold  a  number  of  views  and  attitudes  which 
I  find  dated  or  simply  unappealing.  Homosexuals  are 
called  gay,  writes  Douglas,  because  "among  such  circles 
serious  talk  about  anything  is  forbidden.  This  is  an 
unwritten  rule,  but  seriously  enforced.  The  point  seems 
to  be  to  avoid  boring  people."  This  is  the  kind  of 
stuff  one  expects  to  hear  from  teaching  assistants  in 
sociology,  but  it  sounds  a  bit  weird  coming  from  gays. 
The  Rule  of  Frivolity  may  have  held  fast  in  some  of  the 
New  York  piano  bars  in  the  '40's  but,  gosh,  how  times 
have  changed. 

Douglas  describes  one  acquaintance  as  "a  lesbian, 
but  a  very  nice  one,"  and  feels  that  friendships  would 
be  so  much  better  if  people  just  didn't  talk   about  their 
emotions   and  would  "keep  their  intimate  troubles  to  them- 
selves."  In  these  and  other  matters  (notably,  an  inci- 
dent involving  a  frightened  little  dog,  temporarily  adop- 
ted) Mr.  Douglas  and  his  friend  seem  to  me  not  at  all  as 
sensitive  as  they  might  be. 

But  my  chief  reservation  about  Friends  derives  ulti- 
mately from  the  author's  decision,  having  written  and 
published  the  story  of  his  life,  to  withold  his  name. 
"Alexander  Douglas,"  says  the  dust-jacket,  "is  not  the 
real  name  of  the  author,  who  is  well  known  for  a  number 
of  other  books  written  under  his  own  name.  Nor,is  John 
the  real  name  of  his  friend.  Alexander  Douglas  wrote 
this  book  under  a  pseudonym  because  he  wanted  to  tell 
his  story  with  complete  candor,  and  he  did  not  want  to 
hurt  any  of  the  many  people  who  have  played  a  part  in 
his  life." 

In  fact,  and  as  should  have  been  obvious,  the  de- 
cision to  use  pseudonyms  has  made  "complete  candor"  to- 
tally impossible.  Whatever  one  might  feel  about  the  mo- 
rality or  prudence  of  the  matter,  the  relentless  erasure 
of  everyone's  identity  seriously  undermines  the  realism 
of  the  narrative,  the  vividness  of  the  characters,  and 
thus  the  whole  point  of  the  book.  Because  we  must  never 
be  given  any  clues  as  to  who  Alexander  and  John  really 
are,  their  personalities  are  never  delineated  strongly 
enough  to  really  arrest  our  attention.  What  really  drew 
them-  and  draws  them  still-  together?  What  are  their  in- 
terests? What  about  their  work?  One  of  them  apparently 
writes  books,  the  other  newspaper  articles;  but  what  are 
continued  next  page 
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the  books  and  the  articles  about?     How  do  they   fit   into 
or  reflect   the  rest  of  what  we  know  about  Alex  and  John- 
as   individuals,   and  as  a  couple?     The  whole  of  this  as- 
pect of  their   life,   almost  the  whole  of  their  venial   ac- 
tivity,   is  kept   from  us.     There   is   lots  of  swimming  and 
drinking  at   the  beach,   but   little  about  any  deeper  con- 
cerns.    Consequently,   much  of  their   life   is  made  to  seen 
like  an  extended  holiday  at  the  seaside. 

Ian  Young 
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valuable  handbook 

tiays  JnJ  the  Law,  19?3,  19  pages,  free,  copies  avail- 
able from  The  Law  Reform  Committee  of  Cays  of/d1 
Ottawa,  P.O.  Box  2919,  Station  'D',  Ottawa,  Ont . 


This  informative  booklet  is  a  well  thought  out 
and  indexed  compendium  of  laws  and  statutes  that  affect 
gays  in  Canada.   There  are  sections  on  the  Criminal 
Code,  Arrest,  Search,  Bail,  Harassment,  Court  Procedure, 
Lawyers,  the  Divorce  Act,  Immigration,  Security  Clear- 
ances and  Civil  Rights.  However,  I  would  like  to  see 
the  following  suggestions  incorporated  in  a  future 
edition. 

Under  the  section  on  Harassment  there  is  an  expla- 
nation of  how  to  prosecute  the  police  but  no  suggestion 
of  filing  a  complaint  with  the  Police  Dept.  or  Commis- 
sion. This  is  something  that  should  be  done,  as  the 
harassment  may  not  be  considered  serious  enough  to  pro- 
secute in  a  court  of  law.  The  police  have  to  investi- 
gate all  complaints  and  if  too  many  complaints  are  re- 
ceived about  an  officer  he  is  called  to  account  for  his 
actions. 

No  mention  is  made  in  the  booklet  of  some  of  the 
procedures  that  follow  an  arrest.  One  of  these  is 
fingerprinting  and  photographing  -  but  only  if  you  have 
been  charged  with  an  indictable  offense  (e.g.  gross 
indecency].  These  photos  and  prints  need  not  be  re- 
turned to  you  if  you  are  acquitted  or  if  the  charge  is 
withdrawn.   In  the  section  on  searching,  it  should  be 
pointed  out  that  the  police  can  search  a  person  for 
dangerous  weapons  or  drugs,  without  arresting  them. 
This  excuse  is  often  given  for  street  searches. 

The  section  headed  "In  Court"  should  be  expanded 
to  explain  plea-bargaining  and  the  various  trial  op- 
tions open  to  the  accused  and  how  the  average  penalties 
compare  to  the  maximum  penalties  stated  in  the  law. 
An  explanation  of  Absolute  and  Conditional  Discharges 
would  be  helpful  as  many  people  [including  lawyers) 
are  not  aware  that  these  are  being  granted  more  and 
more  in  Ontario  Provincial  Courts.   If  conviction  oc- 
curs, discharge  should  be  asked  for.  There  is  no  men- 
tion of  Legal  Aid  in  the  booklet  and  what  it  can  and 
cannot  do  for  you.   Although  Duty  Counsel  is  mentioned 
as  an  aid  in  Court  it  should  be  added  that  if  not  im- 
mediately obtainable,  the  accused  should  ask  for  a  re- 
mand. Never  plead  quilty  on  a  first  appearance;  give 
yourself  time  to  think.  Also  there  is  no  reminder  to 
call  your  local  gay  organization  for  assistance  and 
advice. 

Finally,  there  is  need  for  a  section  on  the  law 
pertaining  to  expunging  Criminal  records  -  something 
every  gay  should  do  if  he  or  she  qualifies.   Important 
points  might  be  underlined  or  set  off  in  some  way  to 
facilitate  readability,  and  clarification  and  explan- 
ation of  such  frequently  used  terms  as  fellatio  and 
cunnilingus  would  also  be  helpful.   There  is  no  charge 
for  the  booklet,  but  it's  worth  a  donation  to  cover  the 
cost  of  handling  and  expenses. 
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vital    irregularity 


George  Hislop 


Ceasar's  Gate,  Robert  tiuncan,  with  pastc-ups  by  Jcs-s, 
Sand  Dollar,  1972,  73  *xlix  pages. 


"Perhaps  the  sexual  irregularity  underlay  and  led 
to  the  poetic;  neither  as  homosexual  nor  as  poet  could 
one  take  over  readily  the  accepted  paradigms  and  con- 
ventions of  the  Protestant  ethic."  Thus  Robert  Duncan 
reviewed  his  first  book  after  2n  years.  His  irreuuli- 
rity  does  thwart  dispute.  What  other  poet  so  mimes 
Dante,  Whitman,  Rimbaud,  Hopkins,  Crane,  Pound,  Lorca 
and  others,  while  remaining  so  irreducihly  himself? 
And  who  else  in  1944  was  scrutinizing  the  necessary 
protective  rituals  of  the' gay  ghetto,  the  way  they  pro- 
duce "in  my  own  voice  and  gestures  the  rehearsal  o<"  un- 
feeling," and  yet  the  urgency  of  recognizing  that  "clo- 
set cases"  [our  term,  not  his)  are  "not  less  than  one- 
self," even  as  one  disowns  the  sanctuaries  in  a  search 
for  human  love? 

His  irregularity  lies  in  a  rhythmic  indulgence  of 
felt/unfeeling  poses  persistently  undercut.  This  occurs 
rapidfire,  as  when  that  phrase  about  the  Protestant  Eth- 
ic is  followed  by  these:  "The  structure  of  my  life  like 
the  structure  of  my  work  was  to  emerge  in  a  series  of 
trials,  a  construct  of  disparate  elements  drawn  into 
the  play  they  have  excited,  a  syncretic  religion."  (Pose 
of  invert  analyst  ripped  up  and  repasted  en  collage.) 
And  it  occurs  in  historic  sweeps,  as  when  The  Years  as 
Catches  was  reissued  in  1966  Kith  a  paternal  ovcrwel- 
come  to  the  until-recently-embarrassing  prodigal  songs: 
"As  once  I  moved  away  fron  then,  putting  them  away  as 
immature  things,  now  I  move  back  or  out  in  an  expanding 
structure  to  take  them  up  again  as  conditions  of  my 
maturity." 

Ditto,  or  nearly  so,  for  Caesar's  r.atr.   Poems 
written  in  a  bad  time,  1949-50,  published  in  1955,  and 
reissued  last  winter  with  a  new  preface  and  epilogue. 
This  "Hint  of  an  Infinite  Regression"  hints  also  at  a 
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irion 
"■ca  of  ('net a  en  '.'ueva  York, 
Lord's  ■ ,  tmrns  both 

ii-isweranle  need"  of  homosexual 
fith  a  murderous  sneer  b  erver- 

i  n   t  tins  longing.   In  Lorca  raged  a  civil  war  which 
Duncan  observes  within  hinself: 

in  the  unloveable  fear  of  my  being  rejected  in 
love  and  of  my  being  discovered  in  my  unloving, 
for  in  the  fabric  of  my  being  this  matter  of 
fucking  is  all  tied  up  in  a  knot  kith  Loving..,, 
The  Epilogue  is  about  bees. 

Ni.  poena,  spread  among  Jess's  2J  dream-odd  paste- 
ups, include  "What  Is  It  You  Have  Cone  to  Tell  He,  Gar- 
cia Lorca?",  "II, M.S.  Bearskin,"  and  "Goodbye  to  Youth." 
Bui  tts  shorter,  starker  pieces  better  feed  "the  man 

l" ipatite"  i.lm's  been  found  out,  despite  his 

lesty  guiles,  "rnawing  a  bone."   Here  is  "An  Incubus": 

Bodies  in  dreams  arc  heavier  than  bodies. 

"Our  own  deeirs  has  ootid  him  here.  " 

Formless,  and  yet  taking  on  all  Porn. 

i  'n  '   ire  no  eyes,  no  lips. 

These,  they  s;iy,  ;tre  shades.   I, 
no  more  than  shade, 
having  neither  eyes  to  see 
nor  hands, 

but  reaching  between  two  worlds- 
seize  upon  my   own  cock,  hot  with  blood. 

Love,  Love,  the  demon  sighd 

fitting  his  unflesh  to  my  huncer. 

Duncan's  historv  discloses  the  vital  irrepularity 
wbich  too  many  gay  (and  too  many  morose)  noets  would 

(n  Caesar's  Gate  unflesh  mav  nourish, 
unfeeling  may  reveal,  and  the  discovery  o*  one's  un- 
living oaj  rejoin  one  to  the  livinp. 


Michael  Lynch 


the  worst  as  best 


The  Best  Little  Boy  in  the  World.  John  Reid,  G.P.  Put-" 
nam's  Sons,  1975,  247  pages,  S10.9S 

The  Best  Little  Boy  ^n  the  World  Cor  the  BLBITW, 
•s  John  Reid  often  and  ironically  refers  to  himself) 
ly  chronicles  one  man's  growth  from  "normal"  be- 
ginnings into  awareness  and  acceptance  of  his  homo- 
sexuality. This  is  not  the  first  such  account  to  ap- 
pear recently,  but  unlike  Merle  Miller's  insistent  and 
apologetic  tract.  On  Being  Different,  or  Gordon  Mer- 
rick's dopey  novel  about  two  blond,  well-hung  drips, 
I  Til  1-'jrtt  tton't  Mind,  John  Reid's  autobiographical  nar- 
rative is  intelligent,  witty  and  ironic.  Unlike  the 
othor  two  books  suggested  by  contrast.  Reid  does  not 

to  his  readers  -straight  or  gay-  either  as  jaun- 
diced-eycd  suburbanites  or  as  repressed  pornophiles. 

fed  and  well-written.  The  BLBITW 
balances  Reid's  growth  into  his  homosexuality  against 


his  i  and  the  camp  I 

attitudes  and  fceln. 

tabl) 

id   the   suburbs,    a  comtH 
and  even  Yale.  University,   Reid's  outer    lifi 
performer   in  these  places 
Ung?,   but  Reid  does  not   turn  this  confli 
sages  of  plangent   regret. 

<t>ling    readers    I 
In  view  of  his  homosexuality.,   Reid  portra) 
school 
straight- laced  background,    he  manages  to   ui 

of  coming  out.     The  tension   b 
Jual    '  Lng    the   BLBITU, 

involving  life  ^nd  performance  within    i 

world,  .it  least  part  of  the  time,  runs  throughout 

book,   rhis  tension  seldom  lets  up,  end  Raid's  i k 

profits  from  it,  but  not  without  !  toll. 

Maintaining  this  literate  and  reflective  irony  l] 
Efect  Reid's  own  personal  development  in  ceri 
crucial  areas. 

Problems  derive  from  the  initial  and  basic  irony 
itself.  The  BLBITW  is  a  little  boy  nonetheless  and  can 
only  impede  the  maturing  of  John  Reid  {which  happens 
to  be  the  book's  subtitle).  Reid  is  often  uncomfortable 
about  his  sexuality;  he  seems  to  distance  it  from  his 
cool,  ironic  intellect,  in  much  the  way  that  little 
boys  giggle  at  people  embracing  in  a  film.  Sexuality 
does  not  easily  survive  and  prosper  when  an  individual 
keeps  his  own  sexuality  at  one  remove  from  himself. 
The  unfortunate  result  for  the  BLBITW  is  frustration 
and  alienation  not  only  from  sexual  expression  with 
his  gay  friends  but  also  from  human  contact  with  all 
women  as  a  class.  Reid's  book  is  shockingly  devoid 
of  awareness  and  appreciation  of  women  beyond  the  ab-   ' 
stract  notion  of  women's  liberation.  Gloria  Steinem 
may  be  a  hero  in  Reid's  intellectual  world,  but  no 
woman  stands  out  with  the  human  status  and  recognition 
implicit  in  being  accepted  among  Reid's  friends.  This 
is  disturbing,  unless  it  represents  an  area  in  which 
Reid  recognises  need  for  his  own  further  human  growth. 

Another  problem  is  Reid's  use  of  a  pseudonym  in 
what  is  otherwise  an  autobiography.  Each  reader  will 
have  to  decide  for  himself  whether  Reid's  apology  for 
the  pseudonym  justifies  his  use  of  it.  For  me,  I  am 
afraid  that  it  simply  does  not  wash,  regardless  of 
Reid's  professed  considerations  for  his  parents  and 
friends.   Reid  clearly  wants  his  book  to  have  a  bene- 
ficial social  impact,  providing  enlightenment  for  gay 
readers.  At  one  point  he  states  (in  parentheses): 
"Gloria  Steinem  is  my  hero.  Maybe  I  can  do  for  homo- 
sexuals what  she  is  doing  for  women,  I  think,  when  I 
am  looking  for  something  to  feel  cosmic  about."  Can 
Reid  do  this  while  he  hides  behind  a  pseudonym?   I 
doubt  it.  Merle  Miller  may  not  have  handled  his  own 
situation  to  my  own  liking,  but  I  can  recognise  him 
publicly  and  admire  his  courage.   Reading  The  BLBITW. 
I  feel  taken  into  someone's  confidence,  but  it  is  dis- 
sipated in  the  web  of  disguise.  Myself  a  veteran  of 
upper-middle  class  suburbia,  a  competitive  high  school 
and  Yale,  I  perhaps  feel  more  cheated  than  the  ordinary 
reader.   1  know  the  experience  conveyed  in  The  BLBITW 
to  be  real.   It  feels  almost  as  though  Reid  consulted 
with  me,  but  now,  the  only  way  I  might  ever  meet  the 
BLBITW  is  to  be  cruised  by  him  anonymously.  This  ef- 
fect is  unfortunate  for  any  gay  reader,  perhaps  repre- 
senting an  excessive  compromise  with  straight  sensi- 
bilities, if  not  straight  society  as  a  whole. 

Even  so.  The  BLBITW  rises  well  above  anything  of 
its  ilk  which  proceeds  it.   Its  faults  are  real  but  no 
less  real  than  the  experience  which  Reid  presents  with 
skillful  irony.   Being  gay  in  a  straight  world  Al\ 
any  gay  person  who  has  not  made  the  gay  liberation  move- 
ment his  life,  and  for  all  its  problems,  Reid's  solu- 
tion appears  the  most  successful  and  satisfying  which 
I  have  encountered  to  date.   But  its  success  ultimately 
relics  on  each  reader  perceiving  that  John  Reid's  work 
is  really  an  unknown  humanist's  work  in  progress. 

Todd  Frctcr 


THE  BODY  POLITIC 


laine)  and  John  Aetington   (Rimbaud) 


Total  Eclipse  by  Christopher  Hampton  has  been  billed 
by  Toronto's  Firehall  Theatre  as  a  play  about  "one  of 
the  most  notorious  love  affairs  in  history."  At  best, 
this  sensational  assessment  of  the  relationship  between 
Arthur  Rimbaud  and  Paul  Verlaine  is  old  hat;  more  impor- 
tant, it  is  unjust  and  prejudicial  in  that  it  reiterates 
society's  belief  in  some  sort  of  connection  between  homo- 
sexuality and  notoriety.  The  play  itself  is  consider- 
ably removed  from  this  simplistic  level,  yet  it  remains 
3  distressingly  conventional  statement  on  a  fascina- 
ting relationship.  Thematically,  the  play  is  built  on 
the  conflict  between  two  parallel  forces:  the  intense 
love  the  two  men  shared,  counterposed  with  their  tern- 
peramental  differences  and  divergent  views  on  art. 
Hampton's  play,  however,  emphasizes  the  perverse  and 
destructive  elements  in  the  relationship,  downplaying 
the  positive  aspects  of  physical  love,  and  the  vital- 
ity and  inspiration  each  gained 

At  the  same  time,  "Total  Eclipse"  is,  on  a  purely 
dramatic  level,  a  fairly  good  play.  The  action  is 
split  into  two  parallel  acts,  the  first  depicting  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  relationship,  and  the  second,  its 
gradual  disintegration.  When  Rimbaud  enters  Verlaine's 
life,  he  is  an  immediate  and  striking  contrast  to  the 
tedium  and  middle-class  pretentiousness  of  the  Maute 
household.  Verlaine  is  irresistably  attracted  to  this 
arrogant  genius  who  quicklv  alienates  *he  coterie  of 
self-satisfied  and  supercilious  diletantes  Verlaine 
had  cultivated   Completely  enamoured  of  each  other, 
the  two  leave  Paris  in  excitement  and  exultation,  on 
Rimbaud's  quest  to  extend  the  limits  of  his  experience. 
By  the  second  act,  much  of  the  original  fervour  has 
burned  itself  out,  as  Verlaine's  desperate  need  for 
emotional  security  clashes  with  Rimbaud's  restlessness 
and  growing  sense  of  futility  in  his  quest. 

On  the  whole,  the  play  moved  along  in  a  quick  and 
engaging  manner.   Alternate  moods  of  attraction  and 
conflict  between  Verlaine  and  Rimbaud  create  a  fine 
tension,  particularly  in  the  second  act  where  differ- 
ences become  insurmountable  and  the  relationship  slow- 
ly and  painfully  draws  to  an  end.   The  dialogue  is 
quick,  concise  and  often  clever,  particularly  in  Rim- 
baud's vicious  attacks  on  the  Haute  household.  The 


tension  between  the  two  poets  is  frequently  broken  by 
humour,  as  in  the  scene  where  Rimbaud  envisages  god 
being  tried  for  crimeSL against  humanity,  and  dismisses 
the  resurrection  as  nepotism. 

With  one  notable  exception,  the  actors  were  well 
cast.  John  Astington's  role  as  Rimbaud  was  complicated 
by  the  near  impossible  task  of  physically  portraying  a 
16-year-old  poet  prodigy.  Despite  this,  he  is  quite 
convincing  in  his  portrayal  of  Rimbaud's  sullen  beha- 
viour, his  quick  flashes  of  anger,  and  pent-up  frustra- 
tion. As  well,  Rimbaud's  blunt  manner  and  his  provin- 
cial Charleville  dialect  are  nicely  translated  in  As- 
tington's  lower-class  English  accent. 

The  dismal  portrayal  of  Paul  Verlaine  is  partly 
due  to  Hampton's  characterization;  but  the  major  flaw 
lies  in  Ray  Stancer's  total  inability  to  fill  the  role. 
Physical  limitations  aside,  Stancer's  ineffectual  and 
whining  portrayal  never  engages  the  audience's  sympa- 
thies and  thus  completely  undermines  the  tragedy  of 
his  decline  as  a  poet  and  human  being.  Hampton's  char- 
acterization, as  well,  compounds  this  unfair  and  in- 
accurate portrayal  of  a  great  and  sensitive  man,  and 
it  is  difficult  to  believe  the  playwright's  claim  that 
during  the  writing  of  the  play,  his  sympathies  shifted 
from  Rimbaud  to  Verlaine. 

As  I  mentioned  earlier,  the  poet's  love  relation- 
ship is  very  superficially  explored.  One  would  hope 
that  by  this  time,  homosexual  love  could  he  physically 
represented  on  the  stage  by  more  than  a  few  token  car- 
esses, particularly  when  that  love  is  so  central  to  the 
play.   Hampton  further  distorts  reality  by  giving  undue 
prominence  to  Verlaine's  marital  relationship,  which, 
though  important,  clearly  meant  less  to  him  than  his 
love  for  Rimbaud.  Hampton's  Verlaine  cannot  shower 
enough  affection  on  his  dull-witted  wife,  while  the 
deep  and  intense  love  he  shares  with  Rimbaud  seems  al- 
most platonic. 

On  the  whole,  "Total  Eclipse"  is  not  a  bad  play,  and 
its  merits  cannot  be  denied.   But  the  producers  are  more 
accurate  than  they  realize  when  their  publicity  flyer 
condescendingly  announces  that  this  is  "not  just  another 
play  about  homosexuals". 

Robert  Trow 


THE  BOOT  POLITIC 


Butley  (Slaon  Grey/Harold  Pinter  production 
for  the  Aaerican  Film  Theatre)  is  the  kind  of  pan 
whose  cleverness  you  grudgingly  admire  and  whose 
cruelty  you  despise.  He  ridicules  the  weaknesses 
of  others  and  fires  cynical  volleys  at  the  cherished 
values  of  academe. 

On  this  particular  day,  however,  we  are  witness 
to  the  gradual  disintegration  of  Butley,  lecturer  in 
English,   nil  those  he  has  counted  on  to  be  either 
fools  or  foils  retaliate  in  some  way...  first  his 
wife,  then  his  former  lover,  Joey,  leaves  him  for  good, 
the  books  of  mediocre  collogues  get  completed  before 
his,  students  hassle  him.  Only  his  ironic  sense  of 
humor  sustains  us  through  the  miasma  of  futility  he 
exudes. 

Butley  is  homosexual.  Seed  he  be,  or  is  his 
sexuality  superfluous  to  the  larger  characterization? 
The  exchanges  of  Butley  and  Joey  presuppose  a  relation- 
ship at  least  at  one  time  deeply  emotional,  for  two 
straight  men  could  not  allow  themselves  such  ripostes. 
Butley  chooses  to  leave  nothing  unsaid  and  in  so  doing, 
exposes  a  complex  and  confused  personality.   Before 
the  onslaught,  Joey,  who  shares  his  office  and  flat, 
lit.  In.  in  forced  to  resort  to  guile  or  sycophancy  to 
survive.   It  has  not  made  him  admirable,  and  he  is  as 
uncomfortably  close  to  a  cringing  stereotype  as  one 
would  want. 

But  basically,  the  university  milieu  seems  not  to 
be  misrepresented.   Intellectual  arrogance,  emotional 
pettiness  and  sexual  repression  all  conspire  to  create 
people  like  Butley,  gay  or  otherwise.  The  pertinent 
question  is  how  many  straight  viewers  will  find  it 
convenient  to  dismiss  him  as  a  bitter  bitchy  queen, 
rather  than  a  suffering  academic  who  has  made  a  botch 
of  living?  E.J. 

You're  Gonna  Be  Alright  Jamie  Boy 

ma  m  l owex  class 
sen ■  in<)  more  Hi  material  for  the  socio- 
logist or  social  historian  rather  than  the  dramatist. 

ill,  mere  social  realism  lias  now  become  the  last 
refuge  of   the  untalented.   Unfortunately,  material  of 
this  sort  seems  to  have  a  mesmerizing  effect  upon  a  num- 
ber of  Canadian  playwrights,  and  one  detects  a  stupe- 

Ln  plays  like  "Forever  Yours,  Mary  Lou", 
or  "Lcavui"  Homo"  or  "Wedding  in  White". 

David  Freeman's  latest  work  "You're  Gonna  Be  Al- 
right Jamie  Boy"  (now  playing  at  Tarragon  Theatre)  has 
one  foot  uncomfortably  anchored  in  this  social  mire, 
while  the  other  bravely  hoofs  it  about  in  the  sit-com 
genre,  providing  us  with  some  of  the  most  excruciatingly 
unfunny  bits  of  business  I've  seen  of  late.  The  play 
is  blurred,  focus-less;   it  does  not  create  its  own 
genre,  and  does  not  succeed  as  a  latter  day  tragi-comedy, 

neither  the  wit  for  the  latter  nor  characters  of 
substance  to  generate  the  former. 

In  lower  class  families,  men  .ire  men  (at  least  in 
the  public  image  they  must  maintain).   Freeman  senses 
the  implications  of  this,  charging  the  play  with  an  in- 
teresting homo-erotic  tension.  Jamie  (played  by  David 
Ferry)  is  pastily  recovering  (in,  of  all  places,  that 


our  image 


home  of  his)  from  a  nervous  breakdown  brought  on  by  the 
discovery  that  his  best-  friend  was  Ray  and  ' 
er's  successful  attenpts  to  crush  tho  friendship.  That 
,  family  night  before  a  recalcitrant  I 
[nates  the  discrepancies  in  the  lives  of  men  who 
find  their  most  rewarding  social  outlets  with  Qthc 
but  who  experience  a  debilitating  social  pressure  to 
demonstrate  their  prowess  with  "a  cou  I  tits". 

f-.rnic,  the  father,  gropes  and  propositions  the  secre- 
taries  in  his  factory,  yet  his  great  regret  is  thai  his 
son-in-law.  Fred,  has  left  the  fad 

rage,  thus  ending  those  get-togethei  ovei 

a  beer.   Fred  is  a  queer  hater;  they  .ire  everywhere  and 
a  threat,  yet  he  is  impotent  in  .1  loveless  narri  1 
mi!  Li  Is  evident  that  the  sustaining  relationship  in 
his  1 ife  is  the  one  with  his  bosi  at  the  "  •'   '     This 
area  is  Only  sketchily  developed,  however,  and  Ls  HOI   1 
basic  issue  in  the  play.  Mora's  the  pity.        G,H, 

Mean  Streets  is  basically  a  sociological  docu- 
mentary of  the  Italian  little-league  criminal  world  in 
New  York  city  -  and  in  a  rather  unimaginative  way,  it 
is  a  fairly  accurate  portrayal  of  a  certain  sub-culture. 
But  who  on  earth  would  expect  to  find  gay  people  in  this 
macho  world  of  pool-sharVs,  bar-room  HghtS,  and  big 
spenders'1  Incredibly  enough,  it  SeetU  even  the  Pad- 
rone's Bignons  3rcn't  safe  from  faggots,  for  smacl.  in 
the  middle  of  the  escape  from  a  bar-room  murder,  the 
boys  find  a  drunken  screaming  queen  In  their  pet a way 
car.   11  homosexual  cameo  lasts  all  of  30 

seconds,  just  long  enough  for  the  queon  to  make  a  few 
silly  stereotypical  remarks  about  the  luscious  numbers 
on  the  sidewalks,  before  beiny  evicted  from  the  car. 

The  inclusion  of  this  caricature  is  utterly  gra- 
tuitous, and  his  comic  exploitation  is  vicious  and  crude, 
clearly  aimed  at  the  low-level  mentality  more  generally 
depicted  in  the  film.   However,  while  the  film  is  quick 
to  capitalize  on  an  unfavourable  homosexual  portrayal, 
it  offers  no  explanation  [save  "friendahip")  tor  the  in- 
tensely close  and  tactile  relationship  between  the  two 
male  leads.   Or  perhaps  ;in  anti-gay  slur  was  neces 
to  make  clear  to  the  audience  who  the  real  men  were'  r,i 


Upcoming    Events: 


aThe  University  of  Waterloo  will  be  staging  3  one- 
act  plays  dealing  with  homosexuality,  March  14-16,  at 
the  Humanities  Theatre  on  campus.  One  of  the  plays  is 
an  adaptation  of  John  Burgess'  "Stranger  to  My  Brethren" 
which  won  the  Governor  General's  award  in  the  1969 
Dominion  Drama  Festival.  The  plays  are  directed  by  a 
Waterloo  student  as  part  of  her  project  on  homosexuality. 

e  Richard  Howard,  a  New  York,  gay,  Pulitzer  Prize- 
winning  poet  will  give  a  reading  of  his  poetry  on  the 
University  of  Toronto  campus  in  March.  The  event  takes 
place  March  28,  at  4:00  PM  in  Upper  Brennan  Hall,  St. 
Michael's  College. 

■Gay  artist  Darryl  Tonkin  will  exhibit  his  paint- 
ings at  the  KM  Gallery,  4  Kensington  Ave.,  from  March 
4-24. 

■  "Tubstrip"  will  be  playing  at  Global  Village, 
17  St.  Nicholas  St.,  from  March  6-24.  The  play  is  a 
gay  comedy  set  in  a  New  York  steam  bath.  Tickets  are 
expensive  and  will  probably  have  to  be  reserved.     ■ 


Ben  (Alan  Bates),  Joey  CRiahard  O'Callaahan)  and  Reg  (Mehael  Byrne)  in  APT'*  "Butley* 


untitled 

I  am  tired,  I  am  so  weary. 

Suddenly,  ray  dreams  of  yesterday 

have  lost  their  sense  and  value. 

I  can't  escape  from  the  prison 

of  those  two  eyes,  of  those  two  shoulders, 

of  those  gentle-passionate  encounters. 

Like  an  injured  man,  I  lie  in  the  grass, 

staring  up  at  the  new  moon. 

The  passing  of  the  lingering  hours 

still  has  not  betrayed  that  love. 

How  strange  the  world  seems  to  me,  how  empty, 

when  I  can't  see  his  sweet  lips! 

Oh,  my  heart's  gladness,  my  love, 

when  will  1  see  you  again? 

When  will  that  cunning  look  drench  me  again 

with  its  charming  poison 

and  my  true  friend  offer  me  again 

the  caress  of  dear  familiar  hands? 

1  lie  here  thinking  about  just  one  thing: 
I  see  the  far-off  city,  I  see  our  house, 
I  see  the  garden  where  gymnasts  play, 
where  we  so  often  met; 
oh,  sweet  house! ...oh,  sweet  threshold! 
I  am  tired,  I  am  so  weary. 


^IKHAILCRUZMIN: 

Introduction  &  translations  by  Ken  Popert 


Conversation 

Markis  is  strolling  in  the  garden  with  •  friend. 

In  tht  hand  of  each  is  a  gilliflower 

and  in  a  hothouse 

pineapples  show  through  the  glass  panes. 

They  are  having  an  intimate  conversation; 

-with  a  smile,  gaie  meets  ga;e. 

A  colourful  design 

variegates  the  delicate  satins  of  their  vests. 

"Th«  Chinese  pavillion  gave  us  shelter!" 

Immersed  in  memories, 

he  has  fallen  silent 

and  smells  the  gilliflower  with  a  thin  smile. 

"You,  my  friend,  have  been  blinded  by  love. 

but  dreams  are  fragile  and  fleeting, 

like  the  days  of  spring, 

like  the  wings  of  a  butterfly,  made  of  an  elegant  membrane. 

"ThB  t.ond  of  friendship  is  truer,  believe  me: 
it  will  not  stand  up  in  a  sweet  dream, 
but,  amid  thi-  flames, 
it  will  not  weary  You  with  useless  longing." 

"I  shall  never  forget  our  friendship. 

A  single  star  unites  us; 

and,  just  as  always, 

only  with' You  do  1  see  the  world  as  beautiful." 

In  an  odd  way,  they  utter  the  empty  words 
-  and  pass  the  glass  panes  in  silence; 
these  are  ablaze 
and  the  pineapples  are  invisible  behind  them. 

In  the  hand  of  each  is  the  bloom  of  a  gilliflower, 

in  the  eyes  of  each,  an  answer; 

the  evening  light 

caresses  the  delicate  satins  of  their  clothes. 


My  portrait 

Love  guided  Your  hand 

when  You  painted  this  portrait; 

1  shall  hide  my  face  from  no  one  now. 

None  will  say:  "No,  he  did  not  love". 

Under  Your  hand,  with  the  mark  of  love, 

my  features  are  impressed  forever; 

the  eyes  watch,  captivated  by  a  single  dream, 

and  their  dead  calm  is  restless. 

A  wreath  about  the  head,  lips  parted, 

two  useless  angels  at  the  back. 

My  ears  can  hear  neither  thunder  nor  trumpets 

nor  a  quiet  quiet  call  somewhere  in  another  pla 

I  only  hear  Your  voice,  I  dream  of  You, 
my  gaie  and  my  unmoving  eyes  rest  on  You. 
I  grow  hot,  I  grow  cold,  I  dissemble, 
just  approaching  You,  touching  You. 

Looking  at  my  swarthy  languid  oval, 
the  taboo  forgotten,  everyone  will  say: 
"For  this  portrait,  love  guided  the  one 
•and  the  other  conjured  with  his  love". 


I  know  than 
to  drive  iff 
you  love  to 
but  how  cm 

To  be  in  the 

and  not  Id  s 
to  go  down  t 
to  see  whan 

No,   no,    nol 
and    tail     md 
what  would  p 
and  they     qu 

Machinist -, 
you're  opi-n 
but  what     an 
so   I   will  be 


VafilPs  flute 


Tender  Vaf ill's  flute 
has  captured  us,  has  conquered  us; 
our  captivity  is  pleasant,  our  sul< 
but  plcasanter  and  sweeter  still  i-.  it 
to  encounter  in  a  dark  thicket 
churning  Vaf j 1 1  himself. 


ll's  eyes  are  stem; 
those  paths  are  without  trepidation 
on  which  love  itself  travels. 
You  don't  want  it,  you  don't  know  it, 
you  wander  in  the  woods  alone; 
let  the  blood  of  others  pulse. 


Who  is  so  like  a  huntress  in  love's  chase: 

the  redness  of  his  blood,  the  thinness  of  his  eyebrows, 

the  dark  grape-clusters  of  hit. 

Women,  youths,  and  maidens  -- 

all  pursue  tus  melodies, 

all  rush  more  quickly  into  love. 


Peaceful,  you  walk  lightly; 
"emperor  or  soldier  --  who  is  worthy 
to  kiss  your  red  lips'1 

i  rival?  Where  arc  predecessors? 
Who  will  embrace  these  shoulders 
which  only  Lros  has  kissed? 


Oh,  Vaf ill,  everyone  wants 

sweetly  to  quench  the  fury 

of  their  passionate  thirst,  if  only  once; 

burning,  overcome  with  languorous  thrills 

to  forget  themselves,  if  only  once; 

let  the  thread  map  after  1 


Alone,  on  your  own,  kissing  yourself, 

disdaining  the  charm  of  Hay, 

you  go  about  and  don't  look  uround. 

It  seems  you  spread  your  wings 

and,  without  fear,  without  effort. 

you  fly  off  into  the  clear  i 


'...and  the  people  grew  Wings' 


untitled 

They  w.ished,    they  dressed; 

after  the  night,    they  kissed, 

after  the  night,    full   of  caresses. 

From   lilac-tinged  dishes, 

as   if  with  a  guest,   as   if  with  a  brother, 

they  drank   their   tea,   their  masks   in  place. 

Our  masks   smiled; 

our  glances  didn't  meet; 

and   our  mouths  were  dumb. 

They  sang  "Faust",   they  played, 

as   if  n   had   forgotten  the  night; 

they,    at   night,    they  --  not  we. 


i*t  you  have  such  inclinations: 

Ehout   saying  goodbye,   to  return  secretly; 
■   in  strange  *ays  — 
pfi   I   not   tell  you  that  you  are  wrong? 

the  saae  town,   so  close,   so  close, 
to  scc,   not   to  hear,   not   to  touch; 
rn  to  the  doorman  twenty   times  a  day 
(ether  the   long-awaited  note  has  arrived. 

w       Strangers  walk  with  you 
er.J  hear  unerringly 
Id  plunge  ae  into  a  thrill  of  Joy 
»^uees#  your  hand  with  their  own   indifferent  hands. 

».   cabbies,   actors, 

>er.  to  the*  all,    they  all   can  see  you; 
Ban   I   do?      I   don't  want   to  wound  our   love, 
be  tolerant,    faithful,   pure. 


We  now  know  that  gay  people  engaged  in  a  collec- 
tive struggle  against   their  oppression  during   the  de- 
cades which  straddled  the  turn  of  the  century.   We  also 
know  that   thie  struggle  arose  in  the  context  of  a  wide- 
spread questioning  of  the  sexual  traditions  of  the 
Judeo-Christian  world.   The  extent   to  which   this  ques- 
tioning contributed  to   the  ferment  of  pre-revolutionai'y 
Russia  remains  to  be  discovered.  A  change  in  the  tsar- 
ist attitude  toward  homosexuality  is  evident  in  the  re- 
duction of  the   legal  penalty  for  male  buggery   in  1900 
and  the  proposed  further  reduction  of  1303.   Another  in- 
dication of  thie  shift  in  opinion  was  the  publication, 
beginning  in  190S,  of  a  body  of  homoerotic  prose  and 
poetry  by  Mikhail  Kuzmin    (1875-1936) . 

Although  Kuzmin's  writing,    like  much  homoerotic 
literature,    is  permeated  by  escapism  and  cloying  sen- 
timentality,   it  is  not  slavishly  derived  from  hetero- 
sexual romantic  literature.  His  work  reveals  a  certain 
degree  of  gay  consciousness,    touching  on  matters  pecu- 
liar to  the  gay  condition  in  an  oppressive  society: 
coming  out,  fleeting  attachments,  sexual  alienation, 
and  others.  This  consciousness,   however,  falls  short 
of  being  political — a  dangerous  defect  in  a  politicised 
society,    then  and  now.   Despite  hie  apparent  indiffer- 
ence  to  the  revolutionary  politics  at  work  around  him, 
Kuzmin  remained  in  Russia  after  the  October  revolution 
until  his  death. 

Very   little  of  Kuzmin's  work  is  available  in  Eng- 
lish at  the  present   time.    Wings,    "Alexandrian  Songs", 
and  two  snort  stories  have  recently  been  translated  and 
published  (Wings:  Prose  and  Poetry  by  Mikhail  Kuzmin, 
translated  and  edited  by  Neil  Granoxen  and  Michael 
Green,   Ardis,   Ann  Arbor,   USA,   197Z).   Wings,   first  pub- 
lished in  1906,  is  a  short  novel  in  a  justificatory 
vein  about  the  coming  out  of  a  young  Russian;    in  the 
book,    the  acquisition  of  wings  is  a  metaphor     for  com- 
ing out.    "Alexandrian  Songs",   a  cycle  of  poems  remini- 
scent of  Cavafy,  first  appeared  in  its  entirety  in  1908 
in  a  book  of  verse  by  Kuxmin  entitled  Rets.  Much  poetry 
and  many  longer  prose  works  of  hie  remain  to  be  trans- 
lated. 

The  picture  of  Kuzmin  at  upper-left  is  a  portrait 
oy  K.  Somov,  reproduced  in  Granoien  and  Green.   The  po- 
ems presented  here  are  translated  from  Sets  and  are  ap- 
pearing for  the  first  time  in  English;  none  are  among 
the  already  translated  "Alexandrian  Songs".  ■ 


mi    n'i "i    !■■■:  i  ,  [i 


on  his  way 


letters  from 

a  small  town  youth 

Reproduced  below  are  excerpts  from  four  letters  de- 
tailing some  of  the   thoughts,   desires  and  experiences  of 
a  gay  young  man  from  a  mall  southern  Ontario  village. 
Quite  by  accident,    he  had  bought  The  Body  Politic  at  a 
newsstand.  ^   Finding  that  a  gay  publication  existed  in 
Canada  excited  him  enough   to  write   to  me   (Hi).      I  re- 
sponded and  in  return  received  letter  §2.      In  early  Feb- 
ruary he  visited  Toronto  for  the  first  time,   and  hie  im- 
pressions are  recorded  in  the  third  letter. 

Since   little  ha3  been  written  about  being  gay  in  a 
email  town  or  rural  setting,    it   is  well   to   take   the  op- 
portunity  to  record  experiences  which  hopefully  will 
give  us  a  better  idea  of  the   types  of  special  problems 
our  gay   "oountry  coueina"  must  confront.     Also,    there 
is  the  danger  of  the  experience  of  individual  gays  be- 
ing overlooked  within  the  broader  context  of  our  civil 
rights  struggle.     While  this  applies  to  all  minority 
groups,    it   is  especially  true  for   the  gay  minority 
ltmB  mor>  'erea  social  background.     The 

Liberation  Movement  rrtust  therefore  provide  an  outlet 
for  personal  testimony,  and  the  gav  press  is  probably 
the  beet  place  to  do  it. 

The  author  of  the  letters  has  agreed  to  their  pub- 
lication in  the  hope  that  his  experiences  may  prove 
beneficial   to  others  in  similar  situatione.    " I  have  ed- 
ited the   letters  only  for  content,   and  have  indicated 
necessary  grammatical  changes  by  the  use  of  a 
bracket,  .  ,  r  have   tried  to  remain  faithful   to 

the  feelings  which  moved  this  gay  youth  to  write,  be- 
lieving tiiat  to  attempt  to  order  a  person's  experience 
by  way  of  interpretation  is,  in  part  at  least,  to  dew 
its  own  validity.  . 


Dear  Herb  Spiers: 

I'm  17  years  old,  live  in  the  small  town  of  

and  am  trapped.   I  can't  find  any  true-to-heart  guys   ' 
sincere  about  homosexuality,  as  I  read  about  in  your 
paper  in  Toronto.  How  I'd  love  to  visit  that  gay  house 
to  see  what  it's  like,  and  experience  some  sex  [...] 

But  in  [my]  area  guys  in  fear  make  fun  of  homosexu- 
ality, and  the  most  you  get  is  your  underpants  pulled 
up.  Everyone  including  me  is  too  scared  to  make  the 
first  move  at  a  guy  you  adore  and  want. 

I  lack  experience,  and  am  fairly  ignorant  about  the 
love  techniques,  beliefs  and  facts  about  the  better 
half,  so  I  have  enclosed  a  dollar  in  the  hope  you  could 
send  me  an  appropriate  edition  of  your  paper  you  feel 
will  suit  we,  plus  any  information  on  gay  spots,  plus 
u  can  give  me. 
How  I'd  love  to  make  it  witb  you..,.   Up  to  now 
masturbation  with  pop  bottles  up  my  ass  and  an  occasion- 
al bum  fuck  has  been  my  sex  life. 

I've  tried  different  techniques  like  wearing  tight 
shorts  in  bed  and  pouring  ice  cold  water  on  my  crotch, 
but  these  are  just  substitutes  for  the  real  guy. 

Please  send  your  return  letter  in  a  plain  envelope, 
my  parents  would  never  understand,  forgive,  or  tolerate' 
me  if  they  found  out.  Life  at  home  is  hell.  Thanks  for 
reading  my  letter.  I  love  you,  want  you,  and  appreciate 
any  help  you  can  give  me. 

P.S.   I  hope  this  letter  is  not  too  stupid.  You  see  my 
ignorance  causes  me  not  to  know  what  would  be  appropri- 
ate to  write  to  you  under  the  circumstances.   I'm  in 
desperate  need  of  love  and  sex. 


Dear  Herb, 

How  and  when  I  discovered  my  gayness? 
I  hope  I  can  say  it  right  in  words  but  here  goes. 
I  think  my  first  realization  of  homosexuality  was  three 
years  ago  when  I  was  15,  and  worked  on  a  farm  for  the 
summer  away  from  home. 

I  got  room  and  board  plus  pay  there.  I  became  good 
friends  with  their  14  year  old  son  [Alex]  and  have  fond 
memories  of  him. 

I  remember  how  I  started  out  talking  and  bragging 
about  my  many  sexual  experiences  with  girls  (none  of 
which  were  true)  and  then  stopped  that  as  I  realized 
our  mutual  interests  and  wants. 

He  first  approached  me  by  playing  the  role  of  [onel 
sexually  ignorant,  asking  me  if  it  was  true  [that]  some 
kids  didn't  have  their  foreskin  removed  when  young  So 
I  explained  it  to  him  and  he  found  out  what  he  wanted  to 
know  about  me. 

I  worked  with  him  on  the  farm  and  we  hit  it  off 
well.   Later  on  as  he  got  to  know  my  weaknesses  and  non- 
aggressive  nature  he  acted  accordingly.  He  asked  me  if 
I  had  ever  had  sex  with  other  guys  and  I  lied  again 
saying  yes-many,  and  how  loving  sex,  I  liked  it  in'any 
form  with  both  sexes.  Alex  also  got  used  to  cominc  in 
my  room  at  night  [to]  talk  as  I  undressed.   (I  sleep 
nude.)   I  saw  he  was  excited;  so  was  I,  under  the  covers: 
he  playfully  pulled  them  off. 

At  the  supper  table  he  would  fondle  me  and  think  it 
hilarious  as  I  sat  excited  and  defenceless  beside  him. 
I  should  mention  that  I  knew  his  sister  from  my  high 
school— which  restricted  both  my  desires  and  actions 
for  quite  a  while.   (His  family  was  large  and  his  parents 
quite  elderly.   I  worked  for  his  30  year  old  brother  who 
still  lived  at  home  and  didn't  socialize  with  others;  he 
had  lots  of  money  though.) 

I  emphasized  to  Alex  how  I  slept  like  a  rock,  no- 
thing could  wake  me  up.  One  night  a  relative  came  and 
stayed  over  so  Alex  and  I  slept  together.  So  I  rushed 
up  to  bed  early  and  pretended  to  be  asleep  just  to  test 
him.  And  he  touched  me,  and  I  moved  as  if  asleep  against 
him  and  both  of  us  were  awake  most  of  the  night  just 
feeling  and  rubbing  against  each  other,  and  excited. 

Alex  and  I  talked  frankly  now,  I  wanted  to  get  it 
on  with  him,  and  he  with  me,  but  we  were  both  afraid  to 
reveal  ourselves  totally.   But  I  repeated  to  him  how 
guys  learn  and  experience  with  each  other— puberty,  etc. 
And  Alex  started  to  ask  about  lubricants,  etc.   Before 
I  left  Alex  and  I  became  very  fond  of  each  other;  trust- 
ing each  other  [we]  did  get  it  on.  My  only  regret  is 
that  it  took  so  long  for  us  to  feel  secure.  And  that 
year  his  father  and  brother  died,  so  the  family  moved 
and  sold  the  farm. 

Due  to  pressure  from  straight  friends  in  school  and 
society,  plus  the  need  to  get  away  from  home,  I'd  go  to 
dances,  movies,  etc.,  with  girls,  usually  with  other 
couples,  and  I  had  a  reasonably  good  time,  but  was  never 
sexually  excited,  and  I  even  forced  myself  to  kiss  girls 
(even  though  I  might  as  well  have  kissed  a  wall>,  which 
was  according  to  society's  rules  and  steps  in  dating. 

Sure  I  get  along  with  girls  and  can  tolerate  most 
of  them,  but  I  don't  dream  about  them  or  have  fantasies 
concerning  them.  But  when  a  guy  I  dig  touches  me,  it's 
totally  different,  my  whole  body  reacts,  and  I'm  eager 
for  action. 

Naturally  I  don't  get  excited  [over]  any  male.  For 
example,  once  I  was  hitch-hiking  and  a  short  homely  man 
picked  me  up,  and  he  started  showing  me  nude  women  trying 
to  excite  me  I  guess,  and  then  he  wanted  me  to  get  it  on 
with  him.   This  incident  made  me  hate  myself,  and  homo- 
sexuality for  a  little  while  (I  was  16).   But  I  soon 
realized  he  was  a  sick  homosexual,  like  a  straight  rap- 
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ist  or  seducer,  and  I  felt  sorry  for  him  instead.   Kg 
ItralghU  have  oddballs  and  people  who  are  sexual 
criminals  or  outcasts. 

1  can  remember  a  whole  string  of  guys  I  have  liked 
in  my  past  and  wanted.  Of  course-  it  took  me  a  long  time, 
lots  of  signs  1  didn't  see  and  experiences,  before  I 
realized  what  turned  me  on.  Only  recently  can  I  look 
back  and  see  how  blind  and  stupid  I  had  been  in  the  past 
It's  so  pathetic  to  see  great  guys--against  their  true 
will-take  out  and  date  girls  and  marry  due  to  society 
and  acceptance.  I  know  of  some  cases. 

Most  guys  date  to  show  off  their  superiority  to 
friends,  not  because  their  hearts  are  truly  in  their  re- 
lationships. Their  need  to  be  accepted  and  to  follow  a 
peer  group  is  just  too  strong.  If  gayness  could  be 
taught  and  accepted  by  all  it  would  really  be  a  great 
world.   Ignorance  is  the  killer,  and  lack  of  knowledge 
has  labelled  gay  life  wrong  and  sick  in  most  people's 
minds.   Even  though  it's  people  who  create  us  and  plant 
our  seeds  of  gayness.   But.  I  know  we  can  exist  in  society 
and  time  is  on  our  side,  plus  our  movement  is  increasing 
and  getting  more  attention  every  year.   I  hope  this 
scraping  of  the  surface  of  my  realization  of  my  true 
feelings  and  identity  with  gay  life  has  helped,  there 
are  lust  so  many  events  and  experiences  in  the  past 
which  I  haven't  mentioned. 


Dear  Herb, 

Many  thanks  for  a  wonderful  weekend.  The  trip  down 
greatly  surpassed  my  imagination  and  expectations  of  what 
an  organized  gay  movement  would  be  like. 

My  trip  down  has  made  life  in '-   seem  worse,  and 

much  more  cold.  My  fellow  students  fear  revealing  them- 
selves, or  doing  anything  different,  due  to  fear  of  what 
others  will  think. 

Masturbation  and  fantasies  are  nothing  when  you've 
experienced  the  real  thing.  The  next  five  months  are 
going  to  be  hell  and  dull  now,  but  I  plan  on  visiting 
And  then  move  to  Toronto  this  summer  and  get  a  job  and 
satisfy  my  sexual  appetite  to  its  fullest.  Plus  gain  a 
better  insight  and  knowledge  of  gay  life. 

It  made  me  feel  good  to  see  such  a  big  accepted  gay 
society.  The  bars  and  steambaths  and  dances,  plus  com- 
munes. I  liked  the  bar  with  the  upstairs  and  downstairs 
and  nice  decor  best.  It  was  both  romantic  with  a  relax- 
ing atmosphere  and  Interior  decoration.  The  dance  we  went 
to  really  impressed  me,  with  all  the  lights,  fishn 
music  and  general  atmosphere. 


While  there  I  saw  several  perfects  guys  I  liked  and 
wanted  to  approach,  but  didn't  foci  it  fair  to  do  so  on 
account  of  my  short  stay,  and  not  being  able  to  go  with 
them  to  their  place.  The  drag  show  too  was  very  well 
done.   I  thought  it  might  be  fun  to  try  it,  experience 
it  one  time.  But  I  don't  get  turned  on  dressing  up  as 
a  girl  for  sexual  purposes. 

The  total  and  open  frankness  I  experienced  was  very 

refreshing,  but  new  to  me  because  in  it's  just  the 

opposite,  so  I  was  surprised  by  some  of  the  questions 
and  conversation  I  experienced. 

I  'o  very  happy  I  did  go  to  the  steam  bath  during  my 
stay,  because  omitting  it  would  be  like  omitting  the  gay 
scene.  The  stea«bath_  was  the  place  I  was  most  nervous 
about  going  (to)  because  of  my  ignorance  and  lacking  ex- 
perience of  homosexuality. 

I  imagined  it  was  a  big  steam  room  with  benches 
where  guys  sat  and  then  made  contact  and  got  it  on 
amongst  the  thick  vapour  of  steam. 

So  I  was  very  surprised  when  you  gave  me  a  tour  of 
the  place,  and  shocked  at  first  by  the  small  rooms  where 
guys  lay  exposed  with  the  door  open,  and  others  strolled 
down  the  halls  examining  them  like  a  product  they  were 
pondering  upon  whether  to  buy  it  or  not. 

At  first  I  wouldn't  stop  at  the  door  and  look  in  but 
eventually  I  did  so  with  ease  as  I  saw  many  others  doing 
it,  and  accepted  it  as  normal,  and  knew  it  was  my  choice 
to  go  in  or  not.  In  fact,  later  on  it  was  quite  funny  in 
a  way  to  see  all  those  guys  with  their  doors  open  and 
motioning  me  to  come  in. 

But  my  fear  of  failure  to  satisfy  a  guy  I  found  at- 
tractive and  lacking  experience  prevented  me  from  enter- 
ing. 

So  later  on  (I  guess  I  knew  all  along  this  was  my 
destination)  I  went  ud  to  the  darkest  room  because  here 
I  could  experiment  and  practise  in  safety,  omitting 

humiliation  in  the  light 

After  a  shower  and  walking  around  a  while  I  went 
back  to  the  room  and  got  it  on  again  with  another  sexy 
guy.  He  kept  saying,  "I  can't  stand  it",  so  I  stopped 
(how  stupid)  and  soon  found  out  my  mistake.  I  felt  kind 
of  sad  not  having  gotten  to  know  these  two  guys  person- 
ally or  better,  since  we  had  enjoyed,  and  been  attracted 
to  each  other. 

In  short  my  trip  down  has  killed  most  of  my  doubts 
and  worries,  plus  made  me  more  confident,  and  trips  down 
after  this  one  will  be  much  easier  for,  and  on  me.  It's 
just  like  that  guy  at  Jearld's  conxnune  said,  "One 
down  to  Toronto's  gay  scene  and  you  become  addicted." 

Mith  greatest  fondness,  lovingly  yj 


Canadian  gay  polemical  literature: 


WE'VE  ONLY 

JUST  BEGUN. 


"Change  movement  members,    in  general,   must   leap  cormruni- 
cation  barriers  that  society  erects  in  eelf-defeme. 
They  must  find  a  common   language,   develop  an  ideology, 
counter  the  propaganda  control  exercised  by  the  State, 
and  communicate  both  warnings  and  hope....      [Thue]    the 
role  of  the  gay  press  becomes  a  central  and  decisive 
one  in  the  movement  for  gay  freedom.  " 

— Laud  Hwiphreys,   Out  of  the  Closets 


The  success  of  the  gay  liberation  movement  rests 
largely  upon  its  ability  to  educate  both  gays  and 
straights.  Only  the  extensive  distribution  of  liter- 
ature articulating  the  ideology  of  gay  liberation  can 
eliminate  the  ignorance  that  has  perpetuated  gay  oppres- 
sion. The  production  of  such  literature  must  therefore 
become  a  priority  of  the  gay  liberation  movement. 

In  Canada  the  establishment  of  a  gay  press  has 
been  a  slow  process.   Literary  publications  favourable 
tu  homosexuality  (let  alone  to  gay  liberation)  are  vir- 
tually non-existent  since  it  is  in  this  area  that  the  gay 
movement  has  had  the  least  impact.  Moreover,  only  with 
the  growth  of  gay  liberation  has  non-clinical,  polemical 
literature  on  homosexuality  developed  in  this  country. 
In  order  to  more  fully  understand  the  problems  involved 
with  the  creation  of  a  gay  press  capable  of  leading  an 
educational  campaign,  let  us  look  at  the  available  lit- 
erature in  Canada  and  its  value  to  the  struggle  of 
homosexuals . 


Tom  Warner 

tendency  of  anglophone  literature  (and  this  article 
will  deal  only  with  anglophone  publications)  to  avoid 
any  topic  which  forces  Canadians'  to  confront  themselves 
or  to  question  their  own  society.  This  tendency  is 
symptomatic  of  the  way  in  which  Canadians  view  them- 
selves:  i.e.,  anything  considered  undesirable  or  dis- 
tasteful does  not  exist  here.  Since  homosexuality,  for 
most,  fits  into  this  category,  it  is  never  discussed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  apply  to  Canada.  As  a  result,  the  few 
literary  works  which  do  exist  deal  primarily  with  homo- 
sexuality abroad. 

Novels  such  as  Hordecai  Richler's  The  Acrobats 
(1954)  or  Blanche  Howard's  The  Manipulator  (1971)  pre- 
sent homosexuality  in  an  unfavourable  manner.   Leonard 
Cohen's  Beautiful  Losers  (1966),  Scott  Symons'  Place 
d'Armes  (1967)  and  Civic  Square  (1969),  and  Jane  Rule's 
Desert  of  the  Heart  (1964),  This  is  Hot  for  You  (1970), 
and  Against  the  Season  (1971)  are  all  novels  which  por- 
tray homosexuality  more  or  less  favourably.   But  none  of 
these  could  be  considered  gay  liberation  works  since  the 
authors'  social  perspectives,  although  capable  of  recog- 
nizing the  existence  of  gay  oppression,  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  understand  the  implications  of  and  reasons  for 
such  oppression.  The  same  holds  true  for  the  poems  of 
E.A.  Lacy,  Earle  Birney,  Phyllis  Webb,  and  Ian  Young, 
which  are  often  unmistakably  homosexual.  Dramatists 
John  Herbert  in  Fortune  and  Mens'  Eyes  (1967)  and  David 
Watmough  in  Ashes  for  Easter  an_d_  Other  Monodramas  (1972) 


far 


literary  publications 

Few  socio-political  movements 
have  produced  fiction  inspired  by 
their  ideologies,  and  gay  libera- 
tion is  no  exception.  Although  it 
should  be  possible  to  write  good 
literature  and  still  convey  the 
ideology  of  a  particular  social 
movement,  few  writers  seem  capable 
of  doing  so.  At  most,  writers  of 
literature  present  only  situations 
which  have  a  particular  effect 
upon  the  characters  involved.  Sel- 
dom is  an  attempt  made  to  explore 
the  ^ocio-political  factors  which 
produced  that  situation  and  even 
more  seldom  is  consideration  given 
to  finding  alternatives  to  it. 
Hence  gay  activists  have  been  con- 
sistently frustrated  when  attemp- 
ting to  locate  literary  works 
which  explain  the  oppression  ex- 
perienced by  gay  people. 

In  Canada,  the  predicament 
faced  by  gay  liberal lonists  has 
been  further  complicated  by  the 
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surpass  the  others  in  respect  to  understanding  gay 
oppression,  but  neither  understands 
the  reasons  for  its  existence.  Con- 
sequently, literary  publications 
are  able,  as  yet,  to  play  little  or 
no  role  in  the  process  of  educating 
the  public  about  gay  oppression. 

Furthermore,  it  does  not  seem 
probable  that  literary  publications 
with  a  gay  liberation  orientation 
are  about  to  emerge  in  Canada,  de- 
spite the  existence  of  a  healthy 
movement  promoted  by  gay  organisa- 
tions in  every  part  of  the  country. 
Unfortunately,  the  gay  movement  has 
not  existed  long  enough  to  have  had 
an  impact  on  literature.   If  move- 
ment-inspired fiction  develops,  it 
will  do  so  only  after  gays  have 
acquired  a  greater  sense  of  commun- 
ity and-  straights  have  been  educat- 
ed to  the  extent  that  they  can  view 
gay  oppression  from  its  proper 
socio-political  perspective.  Until 
then  literary  works  will  at  most 
present  the  situation  as  it  now  ex- 
ists, without  offering  any  kind  of 
political  analysis  of  that  situa- 
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early  polemical  publications 

Recognition  of  this  fact  has  led  to  the  production 
of  a  number  of  polemical  papers,  journals,  and  booklets 
by   the  Canadian  gay  liberation  movement.   Let  us  look 
at  Mhat  fores  of  gay  polemical  writing  have  developed 
and  see  how  they  have  aided  and  reflected  the  growth  of 
gay  liberation. 

But  first,  j  distinction  oust  be  made  between  homo- 
phile  and  gay  liberation  writing.  To  qualify  as  liber- 
ationist,  a  degree  of  social  consciousness  must  be  at- 
tained. Homophile  literature,  like  the  homophile  move- 
ment, is  incapable  of  viewing  gay  oppression  as  a  func- 
tion of  our  repressive  social  order  and  therefore 
fails  to  see  the  need  for  basic  change.   Instead,  homo- 
philism  maintains  that  acceptance  within  the  present 
framework  is  desirable  and  will  occur  if  gay  people  can 
prove  that  they  are  good,  unobtrusive  members  of  the 
community.   In  other  words,  homophile  literature  argues 
for  tolerance  or  acceptance  of  the  homosexual  but  not 
for  our  liberation.  Liberationist  writings,  on  the 
other  hand,  reject  the  idea  that  homosexuals  will  even- 
tually acquire  liberation  through  assimilation  into  the 
present  social  system. 

In  Canada  the  homophile  move- 
vent  was  not  launched  until  1969 
with  the  formation  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Toronto  Homophile  Associa- 
tion.  But  homophile  literature 
pre-dates  the  movement  by  several 
years,  appearing  sporadically 
through  the  sixties.  The  best- 
known  periodical  of  this  time  was 
Two,  a  magazine  printed  monthly 
throughout  1966.  Copies  of  this 
magazine  are  difficult  to  locate, 
but,  according  to  Laud  Humphreys 
in  Out  of  the  Closets.  Two  follow- 
ed closely  the  content  and  format 
of  the  American  publication  One. 
It  seems  that  Two,  unfortunately, 
1101  concerned  about  ostablish- 
i  j  permanent  y 
lodical.   In  fact  the  former  editor 
who  lives  in  the  U.S.A.,  has  been 
quoted  as  saying  that  "we  made  our 
point  by  publishing  for  a  year. 
Besides,  the  field  was  adequately 
covered  by  American  magazines" 

i  by  William  Johnson,  Globe 
Magazine,  January  1968). 

In  1972,  a  new  publication 
modelled  after  Two  appeared  on  the 
market.  This  magazine,  Exclusive 
M'le  published  nine  monthly  issues  before  it  folded 
in  September  of  the  same  year.   Exclusive  Male  hoped  to 
attract  readers  by  using  an  expensive  glossy  cover 
and  promoting  itself  as  a  "wholesome"  periodical  with 
aspirations  to  the  "classical."  Pledging  to  free  the 
average  gay  male  from  the  "vulgar  and  base  and  inspire 
him  to  noble  ideals  and  endeavours,"  the  magazine  des- 
Ly  struggled  to  establish  itself  as  an  artistic 
aptable  to  a  wide  range  of  readers.  But 
Exclusive  Male  lacked  both  the  artistic  content  and 
political  perspective  necessary  to  entertain  or  inform 
its  readership. 

The  rapid  demise  of  Exclusive  Male  was  predictable. 
Its  regular  collections  of  recipes,  horoscopes,  fashion 
columns,  book  and  movie  reviews,  advice  columns,  and 
short  Stories  were  trashy  and  unprofessional.   Exclusive 
MaJ_e's  political  profile  was  not  much  better  than  its 
artistic  one,  carrying  articles  that  were  at  best 
mundane  and  apologetic,  reflecting  the  conservative 
stance  adopted  by  homophile  organisations,  tint   by  far 
the  most  disturbing  aspect  of  this  magazine  was  the 
emphasis  placed  upon  making  a  large  profit.   In  fact. 
Exclusive  Male's  editorials  consisted  of  nothing  more 
than  crass  pleas  for  subscriptions  and  the  na 
actually  doubled  in  price  from  one  to  two  dollars  per 
issue  during  its  brief  existence. 

About  this  time  as  well,  a  number  of  non-gay 
periodicals  printed  articles  on  "honophilcs".   In  Jan- 

■■-    I96S,  Globe  Magazine  published  .in  articlt 
Hi  Ilia*  Johnson  which  attempted  to  provide  statistics 
and  general  information  on  homosexuals  in  Canada  by 
studying  the  gay  sub-culture  of  Toronto.  Basically 
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an  intelligent  presentation,  the  article  discussed 
everything  from  gay-bars  and  baths  to  gay  "marriages" 
with  a  degree  of  accuracy  not  usually  found  b 
straight  press.  Since  then,  Weekend',  Canadian,  and 
MacLean's  magazines  have  all  published  inferior  articles 
on  "homophiles"  which  have  tried  to  show  how  "normal" 
and  "ordinary"  homosexuals  can  be.  The  most  notable 
and  nauseating  of  these  was  the  "Couples"  issue  of 
MacLean's  which  included  interviews  with  "typical"  gay 
couples  in  everyday  situations. 

This  interview  approach  was  adopted  by  Marion  Fos- 
ter and  Kent  Murray  fboth  pseudonyms)  in  A  Hot  So  G« 
«orld_,  a  book  which  epitonized  the  !>.ickwardness~of 
homophilism.   Published  in  197 '.  [hi'  I 

Lctional,  non-clinical  book  about  gay  people  in 
Canada.  A  Not  So  Gay  World  was  a  significant  contri- 
bution to  Canadian  gay  literature,  m  so  far  as  Us 
printing  marked  the  first  time  that  any  book  attorn 
to  discuss  the  Canadian  gay  movement  from  the  viewpoint 
of  homosexuals.  Moreover,  A  Not  So  Guy^  World  gave  equal 
consideration  to  both  gay  men  and  gay  women. 

This  book  claimed  to  accurate] 
in  Canadian  society  through  a  number  of  LnterviaW!  with 
typical  gays.  However,  the  misguided  approach  0f  tin- 
authors  resulted  in  a  collection  of  sordid  biographical 
sketches,  often  of  bizarre  individ- 
uals, which  fell  far  short  of  the 
claim  to  give  a  representative  sam- 
pling of  gay  lifestyles.  Nor  did 
the  authors  attempt  to  analyse  the 
gay  scene  in  various  regions  of 
Canada  with  any  accuracy  or  care. 
Consequent  ly  A  N<n  So  Gay_  World  was 
primarily  a  study  of  Toronto's  gay 
ghetto  community. 

Furthermore,  the  authors'  use 
of  pseudonyms  as  a  means  of  pro- 
tecting themselves,  although  intend- 
ed to  underscore  the  kind  or  dis- 
1  lation  used  against  homosex- 
uals, only  helped  to  reinforce  the 
attitude  that  gay  people  should  re- 
main anonymous.  Had  there  been  an 
effort  made  to  explain  the  nature 
and  implications  of  such  discrimin- 
ation, the  use  of  pseudonyms  might 
have  been  valid.   As  it  was,  it 
merely  exposed  the  inherent  closet- 
ry  of  the  homophile  mentality. 
Moreover,  the  concern  to  present 
the  gay  community  as  a  parody  of 
heterosexual  society  with  people 
no  better,  but  often  worse,  than 
the  average  straight,  reflected  a 
conservatism  that  more  liberation- 
ist oriented  gays  viewed  with  great  disappointment. 


a  new  approach 

Consequently,  more  militant  gays  came  to  the 
realization  that  material  such  as  the  above,  in  the 
long  run,  was  detrimental  to  the  liberation  of  gay 
people.  Clearly  what  was  needed  was  material  which 
not  only  detailed  the  ways  in  which  homosexuals  were 
discriminated  against  but  which  also  defined  gay  op- 
pression as  a  product  of  society's  overall  attitudes 
about  sexuality  and  non-conformist  behaviour.  This, 
along  with  instilling  a  sense  of  community  and  foster- 
ing the  growth  of  gay  consciousness,  had  to  become  a 
priority  of  gay  publications. 

It  was  not  until  the  founding  of  The  Body  Politic 
in  November  of  1971  that  gay  publications  in  Canada 
began  to  move  in  this  direction.   Since  then.  The  Body 
Politico's  coverage  of  gay  activities  all  across  Canada 
has  served  to  unify  an  extremely  diverse  and  scattered 
gay  population,  which  previously  had  no  effective  means 
of  communication.   In  addition,  this  journal  has  become 
an  invaluable  forum  for  the  gay  community,  helping  to 
formulate  the  ideology  of  gay  liberation  in 
country.  Articles  like  "Of  Men  and  Little  Boys"  and 
the  Body  Politic  Collective's 
campaign  against  the  Toronto  Star  or  the 
launching  of  the  first  National  Gay  Election  Coalition 
in  1972  have  helped  to  crystal ize  the  ideology  and 
shape  the  direction  of  the  movement  in  Canada. 
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mother 


Jeanne 


Last  year  my  daughter,  in  second  grade,  mentioned 

ES«\y.\e  .innef'  ,,TOday  WC  W"e  tal)(inS  *»t  what 
we  wanted  to  be  when  we  grow  up.   I  told  Mrs.  S.  that 
it. is  a  secret,  but  that  I  wanted  to  be  free  when  I  grew 
up  so  I  am  going  to  be  a  Lesbian  just  like  my  mom.   I 
figured  I  could  trust  her." 

Jennifer's  trust  instincts  were  ok  that  day,  for 
her  teacher  responded  that  people  should  be  free  to  do 
what  they  want  to  do.   Lucky  kid. 

There  are  three  important  aspects  to  this  incident: 

1.  The  family  life  that  Jennifer  experiences  was 
satisfying  enough  for  her  to  want  to  immitate  it   She 
sees  Lesbianism  as  both  pleasant  and  possible.   It  is 
one  alternative  open  to  her. 

2.  She,  at  age  seven,  experiences  and  is  limited  by 
the  secrecy  that  is  part  of  our  daily  lives.  She  didn't 
know  that  most  of  the  kids  in  her  class  had  probably 
never  heard  the  word  "Lesbian".  Jennifer  assumed  that 
they  would  understand  the  word  and  would  ridicule  her- 
consequently  she  measured  her  knowledge  of  Mrs.  S  and 
decided  that  this  person  could  accept  and  respect  her 
comments. 

3.  Had  Jennifer  been  mistaken  about  Mrs.  S.  a  terri- 
ble scene  would  have  ensued.  The  teacher  would  notify 
the  principal  who  would  have  Social  Workers  called  in 
Our  home  would  be  inspected.   I'd  be  told  to  change  my 
life  or  see  my   child  placed  in  an  institution.  This 
happens  to  Lesbian  mothers.  They  arc  in  danger  from 
schools,  families,  ex-husbands,  "concerned  neighbours". 
(Remember  that  Lesbianism  is  not  "illegal") 

As  Jennifer  grows  older  she  grows  more  'discreet' 
that  is.  more  afraid.  She  has  not  yet  asked  me  to  be 
more  cautious,  but  I  expect  that  will  co»e. 


People  often  say,  "You  aren't  giving  your  daughter 
any  free  choice.  You  are.  indoctrinating  her  into  a 
Lesbian  life-style." 

"Damn  them."   J  think,  then  I  take  ;i  deep  breath, 
grit  my  teeth  and  begin.  "Look  at  the  wol 
How  many  ads,  stories,  TV  shows  do  you  see  that  acknow- 

Of  Lesbianism'  My  V i d 
world  too.  The  only  place  in  he I  life  tfl 
anything  to  do  with  Lesbianism,  with  women  lovinj  i 

wish  1  could  know,  far  sure  that  the 
good  loving  Jennifer  sees  around  her  woiH.i 
to  choose  to  be  with  women." 

Sure  --  I'm  providing  as  much  of  a  non-sexl 
ternative  to  her  as  I  can.   I  get  books,  ns 
bring  people  home,  all  women  oriented,  a]!  at tamp tin J 
show  humanness  under  the  sex  roles.   It  doesn't  i 
balance  the  weight  of  the  straight  male  dominate,!  world 
around  her. 

Lots  of  Lesbian  mothers  are  unwilling  to  shir, 
their  relationships  with  their  kids.  This  may  be  he- 
cause  these  women  have  bought  the  lies  themselves,  are 
astiamed  of  loving  women  and  don't  want  to  "corrupt" 
their  kids.  Or  it  may  be  that  the  fear  of  discovery 
is  so  great  that  children  are  excluded  from  the  love 
between  two  women.   Kids  talk.   It's  hard  to  stop  them. 
Much  safer  to  hide,  sneak  around,  deny  one's  relation- 
ships, than  to  risk  one's  security/1 ivelihood/children. 
Much  easier  than  it  is  to  build  a  trust  and  understand- 
ing with  the  kids. 


Or  the  possibility  that  our  children  will  turn  on 
us  and  spit  the  "sickie-pervert"  line  in  our  faces  stops 
us  from' really  sharing  ourselves  with  them.   Teenagers 
are  generally  expected  to  reject  the  life-style  of  their 
parents.  They  usually  do,  for  a  while.   But  when  this 
happens  the  straight  family  has  tradition,  culture  and 
God  on  its  side.  They  KNOW  they're  right  and  the  kid  is 
wrong.   The  Lesbian  mother  has  nothing  but  her  own  Fee] 
ings  to  go  on.   Rejection  is  a  constant  spectre.  To 
risk  it  from  our  kids  is  too  much  for  those  of  us  who  do 
not  have  a  deep  good  feeling  about  ourselves  and  a  sup 
portive  Lesbian  community  to  cushion  us. 

After  some  hassling  with  myself  and  other  Lesbian 
Feminists,  mostly  around  wanting  to  protect  Jennifer 
from  the  real  world  (my  thoughts  went  something  like 
this  -  she's  too  young  to  understand;  she'll  have  her 
whole  life  to  face  these  problems;  she  won't  be  able 
to  deal  with  the  conflict  between  her  home  and  the  rest 
of  the  world),  I  realized  that  if  she  doesn't  get  a 
strong  sense  of  my  values  she'll  be  left  vulnerable  to 
the  male  world  values  that  will  teach  her  contempt  and 
loathing  for  me  as  a  Lesbian.   I  have  told  her,  gradual- 
ly, and  in  ways  that  she  could  grasp,  about  the  ways 
that  straight  families  work  and  about  male  domination, 
economic  control  and  ego  gratification;  and  I  have 
pointed  out  to  her  the  innumerable  injustices  and  in- 
sults to  women  in  books  and  on  TV.   I  have  talked  about 
the  lies  that  the  male  world  tells  about  women  loving 
women.  Her  reactions  were  a  shocked  disbelief  at  first 
and  then  a  gradual  understanding  of  how  male  supremacy 
is  in  Big  Trouble  when  women  get  together  and  that's  why 
they  hate  us. 


She  11  need  every  particle  of  this  knowledge  to 
resist  the  insidious  and  constant  pressure  from  the 
straight  world;  to  reject  the  lewd  remarks  and  looks  of 
her  friends;  to  keep  her  sense  that  Lesbianism  is  good, 
real  and  alive. 

Wishing  that  Jennifer  wouldn't  have  to  fight  the 
world  around  her  is  futile.  They  have  drawn  the 
she  either  goes  down  or  fights  it.   I  just  want  to  make 
sure  she's  got  three  good  weapons:   a  sense  of  her  own 
good  selfness;   knowledge  about  what  she  is  up  against" 
and  good  women  with  her.  aj 
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Like  most  gay  liberationists  I  have  often  partici- 
pated in  the  intellectual  game  of  comparing  the  oppres- 
sion of  gay  people  to  that  of  blacks.  However,  it  was 
not  until  recently  when  I  visited  a  newly  founded  group 
in  a  small  Ontario  university  town  that  I  realized  how 
far-reaching  the  parallels  could  be.  Kingston,  Ontario 
is  for  Canadian  gay  people  what  little  Rock.  Arkansas 
was  for  American  blacks  prior  to  their  civil  rights 
struggle. 

Gay  people  there  live  in  eternal  fear  of  destructioi 
by  the  deeply  entrenched  SWASP  (straight  white  anglo- 
saxon  protestant)  power  structure.  Members  of  the  or- 
ganization there  related  to  me  stories  of  horror  which 
those  of  us  who  live  a  secure  life  in  the  anonymity  of 
a  large  city  could  never  imagine—stories  of  professors 
who  have  been  fired  because  they  are  gay,  students  who 
were  expelled  and  failed  because  of  their  homosexuality, 
of  a  radio  announcer  whose  personal  life  became  a  topic 
of  public  discussion  on  the  competing  radio  station  and 
in  the  papers  with  the  result  that  he  lost  his  job  and 
was  forced  to  leave  town.  The  most  recent  example  of 
this  was  that  one  woman  who  had  been  a  don  was  expel- 
led from  the  university  residence  because  of  her  con- 
nection with  the  organisation,  leading  her  to  the  brink 


of  suicide.  Since  < 


lsit,  one  member  of  the  group. 


a  high-ranking  civil  servant,  has  learned  that  he  too' 
is  about  to  lose  his  position. 

And  yet  so  great  is  the  fear  of  the  ruling  homo- 
phobic class  that  the  group  must  struggle  merely  to 
exist.  Gay  people  in  the  community  must  number  approxi- 
mately S.000  according  to  the  usual  one-tenth  estimates. 
Mfl  were  assured  that  there  were  at  least  500  to  600 
people  who  were  leading  some  form  of  gay  life;  even  that 
is  no  small  number.  Yet  the  group,  which  apart  from  one 
sleaiy  semi-gay  bar  and  the  local  park  is  the  only  place 
for  gay  people  in  the  community  to  meet,  numbers  30  at 
the  maximum. 

The  activities  of  the  group  are  paralyzed  by  the 
justifiable  reigning  paranoia  amongst  gays  in  the  town. 
Students  and  faculty  in  the  group  fear  discovery  since 
their  jobs  and  studies  are  in  jeopardy.   Professional 
and  working  people,  many  connected  with  one  of  the  eight 
penal  institutions  in  the  city  or  with  the  Royal  Military 
College  and  other  governmental  institutions,  would  be 
destroyed  if  their  activities  were  discovered.  The 
group  seeks  no  university  affiliation  since  it  is  doubt- 
ful that  it  would  be  granted  by  Queen's,  one  of  the 
most  traditional  universities  in  the  country.  Moreover, 
they  fear  university  scrutiny--and  yet  they  are  one  of 
the  last  major  Canadian  campuses  to  organize.  They  re- 
cently invited  George  Hislop,  well-known  Toronto  homo- 


phile  leader,  to  speak  in  conjunction  with  a  series  of 
lectures  on  sexuality  sponsored  by  the  theology  depart- 
ment and  the  birth-control  centre.   Previous  lectures 
had  attracted  only  about  fifty  people,  hut  this  event 
was  seen  as  high  entertainment  by  the  local  students 
and  citizens:  the  ISO-seat  hall  was  filled  to  capaci»v 
by  those  who  came  to  see  the  queer  perform.  Heckling' 
and  giggles  were  George's  reception. 

Queen's  students  have  been  heard  marching  ibOUl 
campus  yelling:   -H.A.H.  -heterosexuals  against  homo- 
sexuals!" Likewise,  we  were  assured  that  two  o\ 
most  popular  forms  of  entertainment  in  town  are  to  go 
down  to  the  local  park  to  beat  up  the  faggots  and  to 
go  to  the  gay  bar.  The  Cat's  Meow,  to  ogle  the  perverts 
and  freaks. 

Respectable  gays  would  of  course  not  be  seen  in  any 
of  these  places  for  fear  of  public  disclosure.  Most  of 
the  group's  members  dared  not  even  show  up  at  George's 
talk,  preferring  to  speak  with  him  in  a  smaller  group 
after  the  lecture.  Most  gays  look  to  Toronto  and  Mon- 
treal for  their  social  life  and  flee  Kingston  most  every 
weekend.   In  fact  several  members  discovered  the  exis- 
tence of  the  group  through  a  notice  put  up  in  a  Toronto 
gay  club.  Group  activities  are' consequently  limited  to 
private  parties  (even  a  public  dance  is  considered  too 
audacious)  and  weekly  meetings  (held  in  a  building  used 
by  student  organizations—after  closing  hours  and  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  authorities).  They  also  operate 
a  "rap  line"  Monday  to  Thursday  evenings. 


We  discovered  that,  while  several  of  the  group  had 
a  rational  analysis  of  their  oppression,  others  failed 
even  to  realize  that  they  were  oppressed.  One  claimed 
to  be  happy  with  his  situation.  After  all,  he  could  be 
gay  every  once  in  a  while  and,  besides,  he  was  inter- 
ested in  things  other  than  sex— like  boating  and  skiing, 
for  instance.  Society's  attitudes  would  change  anyway— 
without  our  raising  a  finger. 

Just  as  blacks  in  the  American  South  were  at  first 
unaware  of  the  true  nature  of  their  oppression,  gays  in 
such  a  community  have  a  tendency  to  adopt  an  Uncle  Tom 
attitude,  not  really  supposing  that  they  have  any  rights 
and  that  they  are  better  off  keeping  things  as  they  are, 
since  their  oppression  would  only  increase  if  they  rose 
up  and  demanded  their  rights. 

Even  those  who  do  understand  their  oppression  are 
unwilling  to  act  to  combat  it.  The  victims  prefer  to 
maintain  the  conspiracy  of  silence  which  is  their  own 
worst  enemy.  As  Altman  has  pointed  out  [in  Homosexual: 
Oppression  and  Liberation— ed. 1 .  the  major  difference 
between  gays  and  blacks  is  that  the  oppression  of  the 
latter  is  economically  based.   Black  people  in  the  Araer- 
can  South  had  very  little  to  lose  by  rebelling  and  every- 
thing to  gain.  Gays  in  a  community  like  Kingston  are, 
on  the  contrary,  relatively  well  off  and  hold  respected 
positions  which  they  fear  losing.   However,  this  seeming 
advantage  is  obviously  a  disadvantage,  since  they  are 
unwilling  to  risk  the  dangers  of  protesting  and  demanding 
their  civil  rights.  The  retaliation  feared  by  blacks  is 
an  even  greater  threat  for  gays  in  a  SWASP  community 
such  as  Kingston. 

But  what  can  be  done?  Gays  in  such  towns  can  get 
together  and  find  one  another  in  groups  like  the  Queen's 
University  Homophile  Association—no  small  thing,  since 
being  an  invisible  minority  gays  are  isolated  from  one 
another  and  lack  group  cohesiveness.  Gay  solidarity  is 
a  prerequisite  for  any  successful  civil  rights  struggle. 

However  they  are  going  to  be  able  to  accomplish 
little  in  gaining  their  civil  rights  and  in  reducing 
their  real  concrete  oppression  without  the  support  of 
groups  in  larger  urban  areas  and  in  more  liberal  commu- 
nities. These  groups  will  have  to  play  the  role  of  the 
blacks  and  whites  in  the  American  North  who  mobilized 
their  brothers  and  sisters  and  organized  the  black  civil 
rights  struggle.   But  Kingston  can  only  have  the  same 
repercussions  as  Little  Rock  if  gays  can  effectively  or- 
ganize on  a  mass  scale  to  give  their  sisters  and  brothers 
in  such  communities  the  moral  support  they  require  to 
come  out,  to  shatter  the  conspiracy  of  silence  which  they 
unwittingly  help  to  perpetuate.  ■ 


news 


Law  tested 


BOSTON-A  Canadian  citizen 
nay.  have  dented  the  U.S.'s 
immigration  laws  against  ad- 
mitting homosexuals,  reports 
Boston's  Gay  Community  News. 
In  their  last  issue  of 
1973,  they  reported  that  the 
Boston  office  of  the  U.S. 
Immigration  Service  had  tem- 
porarily given  up  attempts 
to  deport  Stanley  Mail  I  i  - 
an  admitted  homosexual  - 
back  to  Canada  because  of 
his  psychopathic  condition, 
uis  attorney,  Richard 
Rubino,  argued  that  24  year 
old  M.ii  Net  had  lived  in  the 
U.S.  for  over  seven  years, 
and  that  his  "homosexual 
tendencies"  were  not  inquir- 
ed into  until  after  lie  had 
applied  for  naturalized  cit- 
izenship. Rubino  said  he 
would  take  the  case  to  the 
Supreme  Court  if  necessary. 
While  technically  it  is 
1 1  legal  for  an  admitted 
homosexual  to  enter  the  U.S., 
gays  are  not  strictly  pro- 
hibited from  becoming  citi- 
zens. Federal  court  deci- 
sions have  stipulated  that 
a  citizenship  applicant  need 
only  show   "a  good  moral 


character . "  Homos  exua 1 i  t  y 
itself  is  not  evidence  to 
the  contrary. 

The  Boston  office  has 
subsequently  agreed  to  con- 
sider Maillet's  petition  for 
naturalized  citizenship.  Re- 
sults should  be  known  in 
about  six  weeks  time. 

Charter  granted 

MONTREAL  --  I,' Association 
Homophile  de  Montreal  /  Gay 
Montreal  Association  has 
been  granted  a  provincial 
charter  by  Quebec's  Depart- 
ment of  Financial  institu- 
tion,. Companies  and  Cooper- 
.is  a  non-profit  or- 
Notice, 
as  required  by  law,  was  pub- 
lished in  Montreal  dailies 
informing  the  public  of  the 
tiers  1  meeting. 

At  the  January  11th  meet- 
ing, a  constitution  was  a- 
dopted  and  officers  were 
elected.  The  result  was 
equal  representation  of  men 
and  women,  anglophone  and 
francophone. 

Many  of  Montreal 's  gay 
organisations  were  represen- 
ted at  the  meeting.  A.H.M./ 
CM. A.  is  a  bilingual  organ- 
isation. 


Publishers  parade  prejudice 


TORONTO- -Simon  and  Schus- 
ter of  Canada  Ltd.  is  boast- 
ing that  The  Happy  Hairdres- 
ser.—  an  aggressively  anti- 
gay  book  which  records  the 
adventures  and  opinions  of  a 
macho  London  Ont.  hairstyl- 
ist --  may  be  their  biggest 
seller  to  date. 

Responding  to  a  negative 
review  of  the  book  by  Elaine 
k'ahn  in  the  University  of 
Toronto's  student  newspaper. 
The  Varsity,  Jock  Carrol  1 , 
editor  of  the  publishing 
house,  states  that  2S0.OOO 
copies  have  already  been 
sold  in  Canada  and  the  ti'.S. 
number  out  of  a  first 

printing  of   335,000 


welcomes  bad  notices  of 
"books  for  the  masses"  since 
they  help  promote  sales. 

This  is  not  the  first 
ant  i -gay  "book  for  the 
masses"  that  Simon  and 
Schuster  has  published.  I ho 
Queers  of  New  York  was  one 
of  their  L972  titles. 

Carrol  justifies  their 
printing  on  the  grounds  thai 
the  sales  support  less  popu- 
lar works.  He  aodeJ  that 
such  a  book  could  rut 
been  published  in  the  USSR. 
He  closes  his  letter  to  The 
V.irsity  with  an  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  Ms.  Kahn's  sex 
life  and  with  a  request  for 
more  bad  reviews. 


Psychiatrists  vote  if  gays  ok 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The 
dec  i  s  i  on  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association  to 
drop  homosexuality  from  its 
classification  of  "mental 
disorders"  has  been  chal- 
lenged. 

Ors.  Charles  Socarides 
and  Irving  Bieber,  both  lone, 
identified  as  anti-pay  psy- 


chiatrists, have  collected 
the  necessary  signatures  to 
force  a  referendum  in  the 
association's  membership. 

Dr.  Bieber,  who'went  from 
New  York  City  to  Washington, 
D.C.  to  oppose  the  Board's 
initial  action,  commented, 
"1  have  no  investment  in  the 
outcome." 


H.A.S.R  Defence  Fund 

Support  your  gay  sisters,  victims  of  discrimination 
and  police  brutality  in  the  recent  Brunswick  House 
affair.  They  will  need  lots  of  financial  assistance 
to  fight  the  legal  charges  against  them. 

Send  contributions  to: 

H.A.S.P..  P.O.Box  64^8,  Sta  A,  Toronto 

For  further  information  call  667-3S09  (10  AM  -6  PM) 


Jean  Le  Derff 
author  of  Homosexuel?  Et  pourquoi  pas! 

speaks   on  the   topic: 

TOWARD  A  SEXUAL  REVOLUTION 

Wednesday,  March  20,  S  pm, 

252  Bloor  St.  W.  (OISE),  Rm.  N401. 

Sponsored  by  Toronto  GATE. 


(^anadian 
(0ay  Ujiberation  ^Qovement 
JSJrchives 

requires  your  assistance  in  the   form  of  contribu- 
tion of  funds  and  resource  materials,   especially 
Canadian,   but   also  international    --  books,   news- 
letters,  posters,    leaflets,   articles,   personal 
accounts,   etc.   Do  you  have   any   issues   of  Exclusive 
Wale  or  Gay  Sunshine,   no.    1   for  example? 

203   Boullon    Avenue    Toronto    Ontario     M4M    2J8 
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DEADLINE 

All  ads  for  no. 13  must 
be  received  by  April   1! 


Androgyny     Bookshop     Ltd. 

Gay     &     Feminist     Ifl     "  Francais 

Non-sexist  children's  books 

1225o    Crescent  (upstairs),     Montreal 

Send  $1.00  &  join  our  monthly  mailme  till 


THE    BODY   POLITIC 

COKTIiniSD  PBCM  ft 

rmr  The  Body  Politic  is  not  without  its  dis- 
i.:  aspects.  It  is  still  a  predominantly  male- 
oriented  periodical,  rarely  featuring  news  and  articles 
of  interest  to  gay  woven.  This  failure  to  involve 
Lesbians,  although  unintentional,  has  somewhat  United 
the  effectiveness  of  The  Body  Politic  as  a  national  gay 

on.      T)u«,    in  combination  with    the    inability 
to  publish   Oil    I    '  it    a   tine  when  more  fre- 

quent   news   of  gay    liberation   activities    is    SO  urgently 
needed,   means   that    The   Body  Politic    is    still    not    reach- 
ing out    to  gay  people   to   the  extent    that    it    should  be. 
The  only  other  Canadian  gay   liberation  newsier 
X.    I'"lt-'.    •'   monthly   publication  put   out   by    the  Gay 
MM  Toward  Equality   in  Vancouver.      It    is  highly 
tea]    in    its   outlook,    reflecting    the    ideology   of 
■    tivists  on   the  Nest  Coast.      Like   the  organ j 

bs   it.   Cay  Tide   is  very  much   n 
For   a    radical    re-a.tscssment    of 

Long   been 
needed   in  the  West,    since  gays  there 

■  to  depend  upon  the  whims  of 

t  o  print    news  und  ar- 
■  rest    to    there.    Pu 
more.   The  Body  Politic  has  on  I 
ccntly  been  able   to  carry  news  about 
developments  on  the  West  Coast.     The 
idvenl   of  Gay  fide,   then,  can  only 
enrich   the  gay  press   in  Canada. 

lesbian  literature 

But  good  .15  these  two  public  <- 

1  ton   n  ■  ■.  bl  .  they  can  hardly  he  ex- 

■  d*  i  ill  oi  the  ..i,  1 1  Li  ,,■■■■ 
and  demands  of  the  movement.  One  of 
the  most  serious  drawbacks  of  ill 
homophile  and  gay  liberation  publi- 
cations produced  to  date  has  I   n 
tin  i  i  fin-dominant  ly  male  focus.  As 
a  result,  Lesbians  have  had  to  rely 

L)  upon  the  feminist  movement 
to  produce  material  relevant  to  them. 

'  lll:l '■  -!1  ij"  '   ;uch  ■■■  Hie  Other 

Woman  from  Toronto  and  On  Our  Way 
of  Edmonton  regularly  devote  entire 
issues  to  the  struggle  of  gay  women. 
Both  of  these  papers  present  the  op- 
pression of  gay  women  in  the  over- 
all context  of  women  living  in  a  male-oriented  sexist 
society.  This  undoubtedly  reflects  the  impact  which 
-  .ms  have  had  upon  the  feminist  movement. 
But  even  more  fundamentally,  it  points  out  the  failure 
of  the  gay  movement  in  Canada  to  direct  itself  to  the 
struggle  of  gay  women  as  well  as  to  that  of  gay  men. 
As  yet,  Canada  does  not  have  a  national  Lesbian 
journal  which  can  give  expression  specifically  to  the 
oppression  faced  by  gay  women.  This  is  unfortunate, 
since  material  on  gay  women  is  even  rarer  than  material 
on  gay  men.  One  new  periodical.  Long  Time  Coming  of 
Montreal,  has  printed  five  issues  enti"reT7  produced  and 
edited  by  gay  women.   Featuring  poetry,  essavs,  and 
information  about  Lesbians,  Long  Time  Coming  has  the 
potential  for  becoming  a  successful  Lesbian  iournal 
but  as  yet   lacks  sufficient  articles,  funds,  and 
inpower  to  permit  this  to  happen.  Consequently 
Its  articles  tend  to  be  a  little  simplistic  and  unpro- 
fessional. Hopefully  Long.  Time  Coming  wi  11  he  just 
the  beginning  of  the  long  awaited  Lesbian  literature 
in  Canada  and  will  prompt  the  growth  of  more  periodi- 
iroted  to  the  struggle  of  gay  women. 

on  a  more  pragmatic  level 

,    ScHh"  SS£  ii^i  nor  Jill  fcdv  inline  is  di. 
ted  in  the  smaller  communities^fCanada.  where  they 
arc  needed  the  most.  lti     th 

n  forced  to  seek  out  other  Beans  of  coo- 
Lbllity 

-port  news  quickly  also 
T"5  \ha}   t(1  is  often  too 

old  and  the  time  lapse  bet.,  iTW   to  stiffl. 

ulate  oaximur 

concerns  of  the  gay  movement  oust  be  to  unite  and  to 
educate  the  gay  community,  various  organisational  news- 
letters have  been  formed  in  an  effort  to  bind  COfi 


GAY  TI DE 


■mmmmmmmmmmammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm^B^BB^^^^..^^.- 
gays    in   a  particular  city  or    r*f  [nj    n(^% 

items   every  month.      These  newsletters    range    in 
from  a  more  news/political   perspective   like  that  of 
00   Info   (Ottawa)   to  the  strictly  club, 

I  ions    like  Carousel   Capers    [<  i       . 
such   js    the   Zodiac    Newsletter    [Saskato,., 
(Gay  McCill,    Montreal),    attempt    to  give   equal    consider- 
atlon  to  both  the  political  and  social 
though  their  focus   is  somewhat   limited,    the  a 
tionai   newsletters   are  fulfilling  a   function  not   now 
papers    like  The    Body    Politic    or  Gay  Tide, 
d   primarily   to  be   forums   for  the  Ideological 
ions  of  the  gay  movement.     However,   on  a  more 
pragmatic   level    it    is   the  small   organisational    nm 
letters   which  are  bringing   the    g 
to   the  many   closeted,    isolated    gay   people    of    I 

Local  lso  produced  pamphlets   aboui 

■  ition  movement    ■  ■ 

..,  ,      . 
the  more  p.. 

the  earliest  of  these  was  printed 
■  i  led 
The  r.uide  R>r  tl 


for  Youth  grant 
homosexuality  is  a  well 


this  booklet  strove  to  give  re:issiir- 
ance  to  .  through  Mi, 

process  of  coming  out.  Unfortunate- 
! ,  ri,,  Guide  we   excossivi  L)  campy 
and  frivolous,  burying  all  useful 

Information  beneath  ■ untain  of 

sludge.   Green  seemed  to  be  obsi 
"i th  recounting  bl  cai  re,  a  Ibell  fun 
ny,  sexual  practices  (e.g.,  being 
beaten  with  a  wet  salmon!,  and  a   a 
result,  few  people  wore  reassured 
Chi  unde  had  to  say.   In 
short,  it  was  probably  the  worst  such 
:"ii  i  li  ition  ever  to  be  produced  b) 
an  alleged  gay  liberationism 

Fori  unatel) ,  nui  h  better  panph 

lets  have  since  been  printed.   Gayj 
of/d'  Ottawa,  for  instance,  has  WTi1 
ten  an  excellent  booklet  entitled 
Gay!  and  the  I. aw  [reviewed  on  p.  10 
of  this  issue--ed.J  which  outlines 
the  various  statutes  and  government 
regulations  used  to  discriminate 
against  homosexuals.  Another  group, 
Waterloo  Universities '  GUI,  publish- 
ed a  pamphlet  in  the  summer  of  1973 
with  funds  from  an  Opportunities 
The  Operation  Socrates  Handbook 


.  intelligent  presen- 
tation aimed  at  informing  gays  and  non-gays  alike. 
It  states  the  case  accurately,  providing  reliable  sta- 
tistics, information  on  laws  and  attitudes,  and  inter- 
views with  a  relatively  representative  segment  of  the 
gay  population.  This  Handbook  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  more  significant  contributions  to  gay  literature 
in  Canada ~to  date  and  is  one  which  deserves  to  be 
placed  in  every  library  and  high-school  guidance  office 
in  the  country.  Unfortunately  there  are  few  other  pam- 
phlets around  which  can  match  the  quality  of  this  one. 

conclusion 

The  examples  cited  in  this  article  do  not  add  up 
to  a  very  impressive  list.   Indeed,  three  gay  papers 
and  a  handful  of  pamphlets  hardly  form  the  basis  for 
an  intensive  ideological  campaign  by  the  gay  movement. 
Furthermore,  the  inability  to  distribute  the  major  gay 
liberation  publications  to  the  smaller  cent. 
Canada,  in  combination  with  the  shortage  of  adequate 
literary  works,  severely  impairs  the  development  of 
gay  consciousness  and  unity.  Clearly  Canadian  gays 
must  devote  themselves  to  printing  more  books  and 
journals  designed  to  unite  the  gay  community  and 
educate  the  non-gay  one. 

*s  the  discussions  of  literary  and  polemi. 

nted  out,  it  is  necessary  to  do  moi   h 
Just  r  say  oppression  exists;  n  is  im- 

perative that  this  oppression  be  understood  as  re 
ing  from  a  so.  ,-conomic  atrui  tl 

"hlch  '  Mtudos  which  do  not  conform 

to  establish. 

effective  gay  press  exposing  the  . 

nadian  society  will  the  gay  move- 
ment in  this  country  be  suo  reaming  the 
limitations  imposed  by  such  a  system.  ■ 
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Car   26  yti  desires    friendship   -1th 

other*  between  22-37  years  of  age 
■rite   (o  ae  Tob  ArsenaUlt   '307,   349 
14  Avenue  S.N.   Calgary  Albert., 
Canada.  All   replies  answered  -  Picnic 
no  phonic*  only  sincere  people  need 
reply. 

QUEBEC  CITY 

Cellbalalre   35   am.    5*7",    13S    tbi. 
cheveux  blond*,   yeus  bleus,   cherche 
Jeioie  hoaae   18-25  pour   reneontrei  et 
pUUin  de  toutes  sortes. , .Dis- 
cretion,   affection   assurees.    Re- 
ponses;   Claude  e/o  139  Seaton  St. 
Drawer  B,  Toronto,  Ont.  USA  2T2. 

Seeking  congenial   companion  for  ay 
iiuotr  vacation.   Thinking  of   PttBttO 
Rico,   or  Canadian  North.    A  quiet 
scene  preferred:    sun,    bathing,    walks. 
Aa   23,    friendly,    inlel,   serioua-lype. 
Also  sensitive,    shy    to   initiate  talk 
except  with  familiars.   Am  considered 
good   looting,   trusty,   write  Box  744, 
Stn.    -F". 


Just  brought  back  from  3  1/2  /ears  In 
English  prison,  Expect  to  be  released 
soon.  Management  consultant. 
perienced  in  starling  small  busines- 
ses, nail-order  promotion,  travel 
agencies,  international  banking  i  in- 
vestments.  Norking  on  U.S.A.   degree. 

Opportunities,   Malcolm  Mc- 
Conahy,    Tcdcr.)    Detention  Centre, 
427  West   Street,  New  fork,   N.Y.    10014 


Young  guy,   2o,   would   like  to   lick 
your  dirty    Jeans,    jackets,    gloves 
but  moslly  your  big,   dirty,    lace-up 
construction-type  boots.  Also  turned 
on  by  funky,   smelly  socks.   Write  to 
N.J.  Johnson,   c/o  139  Seaton  St. 
Toronto  MSA  2T2,  Ontario. 


CHINESE? 

Young  white  Hong  Kong   student   S'9" 
140   lbs,   seeks  young  Asian  pal   -ho 
Is  sincere  and  understanding  Robert 
c/o  B.P.,    139  seaton  St.   Toronto, 
Ontario     M5A  2TJ 


Young  guy  2S  S'll"   loSlbs  wishes  to 
Beet  other  young  guys,  photo, if 
poss,  also  available  for  aodclling. 
write  Mike  B.   c/o   139  Seaton  St. 
Toronto, 

BOYS  UNO    22 
f  you  are  sensitive  and  aware  and 
iced  a  friend  with  whoa  to  share, 

■rite  Pucei    c/o    139  Seaton  St.    Draw- 
D,  Toronto  MSA  2T2. 


CAY  OLDER  MAN  "ANTEO 
As  age  Sb,  S'9",  130  lbs.  Likes  quiet 
hoe*  life.  Average  looka.  Working. 
Mishe*  to  aect  sIIb  older  eun  for  . 
sociable  fun  evening.  Write  Be.  All 
letters  answered  with  resume  of  me, 
1411,    c/o   134  Seaton  St.   DumI    ' 


Toronto  must  be  a  guy 
I  can  loie  and  *rc*  with.  I'm  white 
3D,  6',  ISO.  slia,  saooth,  intell- 
ectual, sensuous,  butch  but  versa- 
tile. Seek  slim  smooth  mate  to  share 
intarest  in  books  films  plays  gar- 
den travel.  Age  »•».  to*  94S  Sta. 
•I"   Toronto. 


We  velcoae  your  Classified  business  and  personal  ads.  Please  Include 
payment  with  Che  ad.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  or  refuse  anv  ad. 
If  you  live  In  Toronto,  and  would  like  replies  sent  to  The  Body  Pol- 
itic where  you  can  pick  them  up  later,  then  you  may  use  the  paper's 
address.  If  you  wish  us  to  forward  mall  to  you,  then  we  ask  that  vou 
send  us  an  extra  SI. 00  over  and  above  the  cost  of  your  ad. 
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MEN'S  LIBERATION  ANTHOLOGY 


sincere  friendship  or  fun.  ' 
II.  c/o  139  Seaton  St.  Orawei 
Toronto,  MSA  2T2. 


I  ass  30/w/a  Italian  background.  Have 
blue  eye*  C    dark  blond  hair.  13S  lbs.. 
5'I".  Ilka  teens  and  want  to  relate 
to  all  if  you  have  a  problem.  I  would 
like  help  Since  I  aa  in  prison  at 
this  lime.  I  got  in  for  being  (ay 
but  it  is  not  going  to  stop  Be  froa 
■y  life  so  in  all  peace  write  (o: 
Jerry  H.  Reno,  #527766,  P.O.  Box  520. 
Nalla  Walla,  dash.  99362. 

LEAN  AND  LANKY  SKIER 
37,  6',  15S.  blue-eyed  good  look* 
strong  back,  legs,  rear,  with  private 
hlghris*  apt,  nr  M.L.  Gardens,  offers 
understanding  to  horny  young  longhair 
M.L.C.  Box  Hip  Toronto  S. 

Hale,  19  years,  6'1",  17S  lbs., 
straight.  Considered  gd-looking. 
■  Like  to  meet  a  sincere  person  who 
■ants  better  relationship.  I  don't 
like  bars  or  baths.  00  you  feel  sane' 
I  enjoy  travel,  music,  beaches,  fly- 
ing. You  Bust  be  masculine  up  to  age 
32,  slia,  good  build,  average  to 
good  looking.  Photo  appreciated  but 
not  required.  John,  box  191,  Stn.  A, 
Hillowdale,  Ontario. 

Be  are  sincerely  interested  in  con- 
tacting nature,  sincere,  responsible 
Ben  or  couples  ages  21-26  for  friend- 
ship and  enjoyoent  with  long  range 
plans  to  establish  a  very  large,  very 
comfortable  hone  together  and  perhaps 
joint  business  ventures.  Sincerity  a 
prerequisite  and  only  those  interest- 
ed in  starting  at  the  bottom  and  work- 
ing their  way  up  need  apply.  Replies 
in  absolute  confidence  and  every  en- 
quiry will  be  answered.  Reply  in  con- 
fidence to  Thought  Consortium  c/o  139 
Seaton  Street,  Drawer  E  Toronto  MSA 
2T2.  International  enquiries  invited. 
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rlbutions  of  manuscripts,         "ANTED 

poetry,   art,   graphics  and  personal   ac-  Cay  U  of  T  students  seeking   to  start 
counts.   Their  goal   is  the  compilation    Co-op  House   (?)   for  foil   senestcr 
of  a  Men's   Liberation  Anthology.   Send     (74/75),  contact  Michael   at   465-1403 
contributions  to  149  Lexington  Ave.  (after  6  p.n.) 

New  York,    N.Y.    10016 

FOR  RENT 

Tranby  Ave.   Bed  sitter  plus  well 
•quipped  kitchen  in  quiet,   bookish 
household,   from  April   1st.   J2S/wk 
phone  911-0454 

TOWN  HOUSE  FOR  RENT 

Restored  3  bedroom  Victorian  house 

near  CBC  at   Sumac   and 

Rene   and   lease  negotiable  call 

S9S-1H4    9-6  daytime. 

LARGE   ROOMIE  HMSI 

Nr  St,    CUir  h   Avenue   Rd.    prefer 

gays  or  non-uptight    It 

Large  coanon  room  &  kitchen,   open 

April   1,   call  Jacques  or  Charlie 

964-7442 

miscellaneous 

GAY  CONTACT  CLUB 

For  free  personality  questionnaire 
write  to  International  Steaabather 
S  Bodybuilder  Assn.,  P.O.  Bo.<  142, 
Station  Q.  Toronto  V4T  2L9.  We  get 
like  guys  together,  no  nisnatches, 
all  ages  welcome.  TOUT  identity  is 
disclosed  only  if  you  accept  Other 
members  from  information,  photo  we 
send  first.'  Full  members  get  bonus 
gay  world  travclbook.  Special  rate 
for  students  under  25,  free  if  you 
are  just  21.  Join  I.S.B.A.   todayl 


BARFLY    '74 

"The  Cay  guide  that  gets   into  More 
pants  than  any  other."  All   new.   com- 
pletely revised,  up  to  date.    Lists 
bars,   baths,   hotels,   and  clubs  ca- 
tering  to  Gays   in   two  pocket-sued 
editions.   Uarfly  Last   -  33.    (Includes 
29  easternmost   states  an  U.S,     mi 
Puerto  Rico).   Barfly  Hcst  -   $S.    (In- 
cludes   22  weslerimust    states    in   U.S. 
plus   all    of  Canada    and  Verne©.}    both 
books    -   *S.   Canadian  cheques/H.O. 
welcome.    Send  to:    The  ADVOCATE,    Box 
7469S,    Los  Angeles,   Ca  90004. 

FREEI    "BROAUSIUE"   NEWSLETTER 
Our  gift  to  our  Canadian  brothers. 
Stmte  over   21.    Times  Square   Studio, 
BOX  687,   New   York.    N.Y.    10036. 


groups 


H.C.C  MONTREAL 

Metropolitan  Coanunity  Church   Is  meet- 
ing on  Sundays.     For  information  call 
(SI4)    489-T84S  or  write  MCC  Mtl.,    Box 
610,   Sta.   NOG  Montreal,  PQ  H4A   3ft I. 
God   loves  you. 


MOUTH 

A  periodical  of  contenporary  gay 
poetry  is   looking  for  poetry  by  gay 
poets.   Further  information  froa  An- 
drew Bifrost,   18  Cornelia  St.  .Sew 
York.   N.Y.    10014. 

THE  GIRLS'   GUIDE  1974 
Over  700   listings   in  more  than  20 
countries  --   including  clubs,  bars, 
discos,   organiiations.   newspapers. 
■agaitnes,    and  much,   much  more   for 
gay  women.   IS. 00  from:   The 
Guide,   US  New  Hontgoaery  Street, 
San  Francisco,  California  94105. 

HTJOKS1IAJXM 

Voice  of  the  Tranaexua)   Action  Organ- 
isation.   Six    1974   issues   -    send    12 
ten-cent   stamps,  no  other  charge. 
TAO,    Box    1708,   Miami    Beach,    ■ 
13119      In  Europe:    TAO   Eur.  |. 
Scrimshaw  House,   Plrek-waltall  MSI 
Wf.    Staffordshire,    England. 


FREE  MAGICAL  INITIATION 
The  Order  of  the  Illumnati("founded 
by  Adas  .reishaupt.  1776)  invites  a 
select  few  to  join  its  Circle  of 
Fraters  devoted  to  the  study  of  the 
ancient  Arts  of  Magick  as  outlined 
by  Aleister  Crowley,  Eliphas  Levi, 
Paracelcus,  etc.  Application  By  a 
long,  detailed  letter  to  Fr.  Alen 
Gordcn,  Arch-Deacon,  Order  of  the 
Illunnati,  1437  Polk  St.,  San  Francii 
Cal  94109.  DO  WHAT  T1CU  HJLT  SILALL 
BE  THE  WHOLE  OF  THE  LAW.  LOVE  IS  THE 
LAW:    LOVE  UNDER  KILL! 

CAIS  DE  MONTREAL 
L;eglise  coamunitairc  ■Stropoli- 
taine  se  reunit   le  dinanche.   Pour 
renseigneaents   tee.   (514)   4*9-~845 
■er.   ou  ven,    soir  ou  ecrive;   E 
Mtl.   i  CP  610.   Sta.   NX,  Montreal, 
P'j  H4A  3R1. 

SYDNEY  AUSTRALIA 

CAMP   (Campaign  Against  Horal  Persec- 
ution).  A  radical   homosexual  organ- 
isation.  CAW   IKK  -  the  national 
Journal   for  the  Caspaign  Against  Mo- 
ral Persrcution.   Box  S074,  G.P.O.. 

;0U1,  Australia. 
Phone- 1- friend  (82-4025)  a  Mil 
listening  and  information  service. 

llAMtLTON-HcKASTEK  GlX 
Sponsors  monthly  dances  on  the   first 
Friday  of  each  month  at   the  Ten tit* 
Centre,   S4S  Main  St.   E..   Hamilton. 
Meat  dances  to  be  held  on  April   5th 
and  May  3,   lk>T4. 


MASSAGE   CLASSES 

Contact  Me  t.  My  Friends  Cal 

864-1376. 


Photographer  requires  male  physique 
BOdelS.    Please  enclose  a   recent   photo 
and  phone  nuaber.  Contact:   Mr.   D. 
Lees.    Box  43,    Etobicoke,   Ont. 


fused  eaployaent    or  housing    just   bc- 


straights   never   hear   of  i 
tlon  based  on  sesual  orientation. 
Cays  claim  it  exists.   But   the  only 
way  to  prove  It   is   to  asseablc  evi- 
dence of  actual   cases.   '4any  gays 
have  ttet    It  mwt  not 

spolcn  up.   Result:    It  remain 
■Cble,   ci.-'-i    i?   tlbse   it   hams. 
GATE  wants   to  rule    it    visible.    Vi- 
sible to  the  lluaan  Rights  Coanisslon. 
to  provincial. legislators.  Te  can 
only  do   1 1.  \nS  you 

don't  need   lo  give  up  your  personal 
lltjr.    If  you  Inow  of  or  have 
cted  to  such  discrimination 
contact  us.  CATf,   a  Bosvell   We..  To- 
ronto,   463-1403  or   961-6406. 


mFFOLiV    PiUITli 


community  page 


British  Columbia 

Vancouver 
Gay    Mliai 

p.o,  to)  6s; . .    i  .mod  c. 
.    ■    i 

■     ■  .       1-43  i(M  i  ■  iOPM] 

■'-■!■  i     1982   H   6th 

3rd.    floor  II.P.A.    residence 

Gaj    People   of  U.H  I  . 

itlldent    Union    [luj  Ming 
Irit  Isll  Columbia 

.:    I 


I..,      iv.  v  i,     i  ogethcr 
\       "  ill  drop-in 

i     1-6413 

i esbian  Drop-in 
804  Richard 

■: I''.    BPH 

684-0523 

,  Referral  l  ■. 

dsi    17th    We. 


Alberta 


Gay    Vila  am  s    toward   i  tjua  lit] 
P.O.    Box    l: 

I  ■  :.  ionl  ".i    i  .■■'    !p  ■ 

Saskatchewan 

Rtgbn 

1 1 1    of    .,,..:  at.  , 

liomopJi  i  i-        soc  i  li  Lon 

1  ■  -  Studenl  '  s  U lui  Lding 

■'■   of    inskati  ltewan-K<  gi  tm  i  unipus 

Saskatoon 

Saskatoon  Gay   \ction 

■    01       662,     ■  -i  .it i 

■    Centre: 12 IA-2nd    We  N. 
Drop-in:7:30-10PM  Wed 
652-09    ■ 


sts 


244-0681 

Manitoba 

Winnipeg 

:or   ti|uality 
Box  27  U.S.H.U. 
University  of  Manitoba 

:  ■  I  -    .  I , 


Ontario 


Hamilton 

■    ■  eaent 

:  ■    ■        c  44 

. 

.  ■■ 
Senio 

.rsitv 

Kingston 

O^iccn 

■ 



win 

■    34]  Station  K 

■ 
... 

Church 

iiance  Toward   i  qualit]  | 
S   Bos we 11    We 
Toronto  HSR    l i; 
961-6496 

Meetings:    Wed   8PM  Graduate   Students 
Union  19  Bancroft (2nd  floor) 


Ottawa 

-'Ottawa 
P.O.    I,.  ,„n   |, 

Ottawa    Kip    ..,,'! 

rues 
at  Pestaloixi  Collegi  .    160 
Room  2003 

■    :■- .:  603 

Pestaloxzj   7-10PM  Hon-Fri 
I    iat.    :3S-1717 


Community   .lonophile   Association 
225  Church  st.fjrd.    floor) 
B62-1S44(24   lir.    emergency  service) 
Social  Centre:201  Church  St.    S62-llt>9 
Tues-General  Meeting    8PH 

il. e   "onen's   Place 
51  Dupont  St. 
929-3185 
Lesbian  Urop-in  Fri   BPM 

Unitarian-Universalist  Gay  Caucus 

[gin  Blair,   P.O.   Box   62 ' 
Station  A.Toronto  H5W    IP6 

Can  l  ommuni  I  ■•■  Church 
!qusr<     roronto 
Si  i  ■  Lees:  Sun    IPH 
Holy  Trinity  Chui  eh 

.,  i   ■!    ig 

York  University  llomophile  Assoi  Lai  ion 
21S  Ross  Humanities  Building 


'  anadi  an    ■  . 
Irchivi 

203   Boulton    Wemil 
Toronto  M4M   ZJfi 
165-1403 

Guelph 

University   of   Guelph  llomophile 
Association 

Drew  Mall,   li.   of  Guelph 

Guelph  MIC  ::.] 

Meetings:Wed  SPH 

9th  floor  lounge 

Arts  Building 


Ortawa  Women's  Centre 
136  Lewis  St. (rear} 
233-2560 
f  Toronto 


Gay  Liberation 


Kilchwm-Wnhwloo 


Waterloo  Univers 

Movement 
c/o  Federation  of  Students 
University  of  Waterloo 
Office:Rjn     217C-Campus  Centre 
Meetings:Mort  8PM     Rn   113.   Campus 
Centre--S8S-1211   ext.    2372 


University  of  Western  Ontario 
e    Association 
U.C.C.      . 
...... 

London  \i 
679-6441 
Meeting ■ 


i ty-Windsor 

■■  !■       >'.0. 

Rooms  7  f,  8  Wed  8PM 


Thunder   Bay 

I  ■'!  i  head  Gay  Liberation 
c/o  Lakehead  University 
Students  Union 
i al  ahead  University 
rhunder   Bay  tint . 


Quebec 


Centre  Human i tai re  d'aide 
et  de   libSration(l  EIA1  I 

CP   596,    Haute- Mile 

Quebec  G  111  4R8 

5  25- -1997 

Montnial 

Association  llomophile  de  Montreal 
Gay  Montreal   Association 

3439  rue  St.    Denis 

288-1101 


1  ijuebecois  de 


Front   llomosexi 
Liberation 

c/o  Gui    Lavoie  Goyette 

2126  rue  Amherst 

Montreal 

Eglise  Communautaire  de  Montreal 
St  Jean  Baptiste 
CP  610  Succursale  NIG 
Montreal  IMA  3R1 


Montreal  Gay  Women 
3595  St.  Urbain 
P.O.  Box  161  Station  E 
Thursday  8PM 

Cay-McGill 
3480  rue  McTavish 
Montreal  H3A  1X9 


Gay  Line 
843-8849 
Fri-Sun  8PM-midnight 

Nova  Scotia 


lliance  for  Equality  (G.  A. E.) 
Suite   207,    158S  Barrington  St. 

.-Sun) 
Meetings:altcrnate  Wed     at    8PT1 

The   Ur  .     :  tmrch 

S5f»n  ingl 


Want   to  i  '.  r-J  yoxtX" 


**&!* 


pontic 


gay  liberation  journal 


,Mcwe   tmtfi   Mie    ma&&e&! 


o 

ft. 


o 
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<o 
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O 

O    « 
O    « 


'X 


2<§ 


ffttfackile! 


Please  send  me3 


name: 


address: 


enclosed,  find 


6  issues  -  regular  subscription*  Q  $2.25  O$3.00  (U.S.) 

6  issues  -  first  class  Q  $3.25  O$4.00  (U.S.) 

6  issues  -  air  mail    (overseas)       Q  $3.30 

back  issues  1-11  D  $4.00  O$5.00  (U.S.) 

single  back  issues  □  $  .40  d$  .40  (U.S.) 

^regular  subscriptions  are  sent  2nd  class, 
and  have   "The  Body  Politic"  on  the  outside. 


